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Mon kingdom, also called HANTHAWADDY KINGDOM, kingdom of the Mon people, who were powerful
in Myanmar (Burma) from the 9t to the 11t and from the 13t to the 16™ century and for a brief period in
the mid-18t" century. The Mon migrated southward from western China and settled in the Chao Phraya
River basin (of southern Thailand) about the 6t century AD.
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“Moreover kings and ministers,great and small, rich men and common people, whenever they celebrated the marriage
of their children, had to send them to these teachers at nightfall, sending, as it was called, the flower of their virginity.
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Nor could they be married till they were set free early in  the morning. If they were married without sending to the
teachers the flower of their virginity, it is said that they were heavily punished by the king for breaking the custom. The
ginity y yp y g g

sending of the flower of virginity meant an act of worship”.(G.E Harvey/ The History of Burma/p. 18)
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“These practices although forbidden by the Indian Government are still prevalent in parts of the
country today.”
“NGO’s estimate 5000 to 15000 girls are still dedicated to such or similar practices every year.”
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