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TOM TAT NOI DUNG TAP 39

TAP 39: HANH TRINH CAT GIAU HOP BIEN HINH
1. Nguoi ké chuyén:

Cassie.
2. Noi dung:

Erek bao tin bon Yeerk da stra chita xong va mang vao stt dung
con tau cua It Helmacron. Con tau nay co kha nang phat hién
nang leong bién hinh toa ra tit nhiing vu bién hinh va dac biét, toa
ra ttr hop bién hinh.

Hoi Animorphs hop mat ngay lap tic, quyét dinh nho cac ban
nguoi Chee dong gia vai cia minh ¢ nha, con 6 ban tre 1ap tic di
doi hop bién hinh va tan ra dé€ khi bién hinh khong tap trung o
mot cho. Nang lwong bién hinh tda ra tit hop bién hinh trén nguoi
Cassie thu hut con tau Helmacron 1ang nhang theo nhé. N6 dinh
vi va chi dan cho bon Muon x4c nguoi dudi dat huong dudi theo
Cassie. Bi dudi qua rat, Cassie bugc phai chui vao mot thung 1 cai
xe tai, trong d6 cé 1 cha bo tot chau Phi ¢ tén Ké Lam Goa Bua.
Vo tinh, trong khi xe chay, cht1 bo nay da cham vao hop bién hinh
va no cting c6 kha nang bién hinh. Quan sat dugc qua trinh Cassie
bién hinh t&r ngwoi qua chinh nd, Ké Lam Goba Bua hoc theo va
bién hinh thanh lao Chapman — ADN c¢6 duoc khi né huc phai lao
khi Iong chay theo con bo tét-Cassie.

Mot quai vat, do v tinh, da duwoc Cassie tao thanh. Nhung vi do
la mot con bo, né hanh dong hoan toan theo ban nang. Ciing nho
n6 ma may lan Cassie thoat duoc khoi tay bon Yeerk.

Tinh thé€ tré nén cuc ky nguy hiém. Cac thanh vién Hoi
Animorphs budc phai tim cach pha huy con tau Helmacron, giét
chét quai vat Ké Lam Goa Bua. Lan nay, sy thanh cong cta ké
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hoach phai phu thudc vao kha nang bién hinh thién bam cta
Cassie. Nho bién hinh thanh chim, bay 1én bén trén con tau, ché
ngu quy trinh hoan hinh r6i bién hinh lai thanh ca voi sao cho bon
Yeerk khong thé phat hién ra an sau 16t chim va ca dé la mot con
nguoi.

K& hoach pha huy con tau thanh cong, Ké Lam Goda Bua rét
xudng vuec, 6 ban tré lai trd vé nha nhu nhitng dira tré binh thuwong
sau mot ngay dai kiét strc vdi chay, bién hinh, chay, hoan hinh, roi
lai chay. Hop bién hinh van duoc bao toan.

3. Nhan vat quan trong;:
Hoi Animorph: Jake, Marco, Rachel, Cassie, Tobias, Ax
4. Nhitng loai thua madi dugc thu nap:
Jake:
Marco:
Rachel:
Cassie: Bo tot chau Phi
Tobias:
Ax:
5. Nhitng 16t hinh dwgc st dung:
Jake: S6i, Ca heo, Ru6i, Hai au, cop Xibéri.
Marco: Soi, C4 heo, Ru6i, Hai au, Khi dot.
Rachel: S6i, C4 heo, Rudi, Hai au, Gau xam.
Cassie: Bo tot chau Phi, Ca voi lung gu, Hai au, Soi

Tobias: C4 heo, Rudi, Soéi.
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Ax: C4 heo, Ru6i, Hai au, Soi.
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CHUONG 1

Toi la ai?

Marco.

Khong phai la Tuan hay Kevin cling hong phai la Rasheed a nha.
Ne, nghe ne, "Chao, toi la Marco."

Néu ban hét 1én, "Nay, Marco!" thi nhiéu kha nang toi sé ngoai lai
va dap. "Gi thé?"

Ban c6 thé néi rang v6i cau hoi "toi la ai” thi co thé cung cdp nhiéu
thong tin hon 1a chi mdi mot cdi tén. Um, diéu d6 phu thudc vao con
mat phoi canh cta ban, vao vi tri ma ban dang ding khi hét tudng tén
toi.

Nhu thé nay nh4, gia st ban dang ding tach biét han véi thé gidi
thuwong nhat - & quan Tom Him D6, noi ban c6 thé an tdom vao mai toi,
hay & mot goc dwong trong khu trung tam, hay & bén trong khu
thuong xa chang han - ban sé thdy rang t6i c6 mot chiéu cao kha
khiém ton.

So voi khoang 99.9 % nguoi trén hanh tinh nay, tra loi cho cau hoi
"ban la ai", vdi toi la ca mot van dé phiec tap hon rat nhiéu. Véi 0.1%
s0 nguoi con lai - dy chac chan 1a cac ban cua t6i roi — cling thé thoi.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Do 1a cac thanh vién Hoi Animorphs — Ngwoi Hoa Thu - con lai: Jake,
Cassie, Rachel, Tobias - anh chang nguoi chim va Ax - em trai cta
Elfangor.

R rang rang, tui téi phai d&i mat véi rat nhidu van dé kho khan,
nhting van dé qua u la phtc tap khién tui toi phai ton rat nhiéu thoi
gian d& ngam nghi tim cach giai quyét. Hay cling c6 thé néi: van dé
tui t6i da tré nén qua phién phtrc, da tré thanh moi quan tam hang
dau doi voi “bon chung”.

Ban ctt tha hd ma twong twong bang tat ca nhitng cach ma ban ¢
thé, trong hoan canh do, tui t6i da gioi lén rat nhiéu. Hoan thanh
nhiém vy, roi di mua 4o thun va may to ap phich quang cdo. Néu co
bat ctt ai & hang bao hiém Guardian hay Prudential biét duoc sy that
ve tui toi, chic han tui tdi sé hong bao gio c6 duge mot hop dong bao
hiém y t€ cho ma xem. Quén doi di nhé.

Toi va cac ban caa toi dugc chi dinh song mot cude doi vo cung
khac nghiét, d6i mat véi nhitng mao hiém cao do.

Tui t6i hong can phai dang ky tham du 16p hoc tai treong dai hoc
cong dong hay phai tra 150 d6 1 gio cho mot tay Bac sy tam than déo
miéng nao d6 dé dugc nguoi ta bao cho rang tui téi hdng nhan ra kha
nang tiém an ctia minh.

Tui toi da nhéan thic dugc rd nhitng tiém nang dy cua minh mot
cach qua strc tuong tweong.

DAy, cudc chién nay sa xudng Trai dat, khién ta phai lga chon
gitta sy sOng va cai chét, gitra tw do hay trd thanh no 1€, gitta long tu
trong hay tinh trang nhuc nha, dé hen.
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Va that bai hong phai la mét lwa chon hay.

Tum lai — tui t6i c6 mat & day d€ phuc vy, hong chi 1a cho ban
than tui to6i ma con cho tat ca cac ban ntra kia.

Chinh vi thé, c sau mdi cudc danh ddm toi boi, dwoc @ mot minh
that la hanh phuac. Tam thoi déng ctra véi thé gidi bén ngoai va tha ho
lam diéu minh mudn, chi cé riéng minh ma thoéi; hoan toan budng tha;
thu thai tam hon; chang can mét 6c suy nghi hay cwe than chay nhay
hi hyc...

Can nha vang ling. Ba tdi va di Nora da di hop hoi phu huynh
hoc sinh. Chti ché Euclid dang nam vién thi y &€ lam tiéu phau. Jake
va Rachel ban viéc nha. Cassie thi dang cung vdi me dy hdi nghi tha y
t6 chirc @ Lam Vién. Con Ax va Tobias, toi doan, hai cht chau ho dang
ban biu véi nhitng viéc ma ma mot chu diéu hau dudi do véi mot
nguoi ngoai hanh tinh thuwong lam trong mot budi t6i thanh thoi. Toi
chi can biét rang minh dang sung suéng vi duoc 6 mot minh.

T6i nam cheéo queo trén chiéc trang ki trong phong khach, won xac
ra nhu con meo gia luwoi biéng, véi chiéc diéu khién tivi trén tay,
khoan khoai tan hudng nhitng phat giay mot minh hong bi ai quay
ray.

Ti vi chang c6 gi dang xem. To6i d6i kénh xoanh xoach, hét phim
hoat hinh Anh chang Bob muit x0p ban quin vudng, téi quay qua tran dau
béng chay cdp dia phwong, téi Hai Phu Nit Béo trén kénh dinh dudng
roi lai sang chuong trinh phim tai liéu vé nhitng con bo canh ctng.

A day r6i! Chuong trinh truyén hinh Nhitng Diéu Huyén Bi chuea
dwoc gidi ddp. Ba chay! Quai vat Ho Loch Ness. Nguoi chan to. Nhiing
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sinh vat ngoai vi tru...

Fake-Spooky, nguoi dan chwong trinh dom thd 16 vao dng kinh.
"Sau ti€t muc quang cdo, chung ta sé ti€p tuc xem xét ky hon ntra sy
viéc bi an do mot nha quay phim nghiép du tinh co chdp dugc cach
day vai tuan, 6 ngay day, trén...

T6i nhan nat tat tiéng va cho. Toi w ¢ mot ban cua ban nhac Kid
Rock, ngap, nham nhdm can miéng da xudc ra bén canh modng tay.
Sau bay mau quang cao mang tinh thwong mai, chwong trinh tré lai.

Va r0i, thé giéi nhu nit toac ra...
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CHUONG 2

Mot kh6i mau xanh da troi lwdi bang qua man hinh. Chi nhiéu d6
khong hon. Mot mau phim video dwoc quay bdi doi tay khong
chuyén, run rdy trong diéu kién anh sang tham hai. Nhung chting dé
cting du cho nhiing hoi chudng bao dong trong t6i rung lén gion gia.

“Liéu bang chiing nay c6 du stic &€ chitng minh vé su ton tai ctia
nhitng sinh vat truyén thuyét, chang han nhu ky 1an thoi Trung cd
khong?” giong nguoi xudng ngdn vang lén tram bong. “Hay khoi
mau xanh da troi dy la quai vat dau nguoi minh ngya trong than thoai
Hi Lap? Chung ta hay cung xem lai mot [an nira nao.”

T6i nhan nut ‘power’ va ngay lap tiec, man hinh chuyén mau xam
duc. Chi can nhin qua mét lan la du.

Cai man hinh d6 10 mo vdi con mat cua nhitng ai khac kia, cht
vdi t6i, nd 1o rét, khong thé Tam duoc.

Andalite!
T6i hoc toc phong tirng hai bac mot 1én cau thang vé phong minh.

Thiét té hai. Té hai lam 1lam. Mot 16 hong an ninh dé khoi dau su
cao chung cua chiung toi...

Ai ma biét c6 bao nhiéu cong dan caa Hiép Chiung Qudc Hoa Ky
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va bao nhiéu cu dan cac qudc gia khac da thoang thdy hinh anh caa
nguwoi hanh tinh tha thiét d6 cha?

Tam muoi hay chin mwoi phan tram khan gia truyén hinh sé ban
loan, phan khich lén vé canh twong ba muoi giay kia - it nhat cho dén
khi ¢c6 mdt con quai vat dé dan nao dé xuéat hién trong mot chwong
trinh ngd ngan khac.

Muoi hodc hai mwoi phan trdm ngwoi xem sé nhan ra sinh vat co
mau long xanh da troi d6 1a loai nao.

[1]

Hong phai la quai vat dau nguoi minh ngwa hay la ki lan

7 gl sat.
Ma la mot nguoi Andalite. O day - trén trai dat.

Trtr Visser Ba ra, chi con mot nguoi Andalite khac cé mat trén Trai
dat nay, va nguoi do chinh la Ax.

Visser Ba va tat ca nhiing tén Yeerk khac déu biét vé su ton tai ctua
"bang thao khau Andalite."” Cé mot nhum thoi nhung hong ngting
khang chién hong lam cham lai nhitng buwdc tién cua la Yeerk.

Nhung nhiing nguoi khac — nhitng nguoi hong bi bon Yeerk
diéu khién — thi hong biét. Ma ho hong thé va cling hong nén biét.
Ho ma biét u, thé thi thiét la qua nguy hiém, va day rai ro. That toi
cho Ax néu nhw anh bi Visser Ba bt 1am tu binh. Va té hon nita, anh
sé bi chinh phu cht y sdn lung va nghién cttu.

Chéng phai moi nhan vat trong “chinh quyén” déu quang minh
chinh dai nhu Scully hay Mulder, ma trong d6 con co bon Yeerk tra

tron ntra...
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Ax s& khong bi bat. Téi tw hita v6i minh nhu vay.

Ca ngan ndi lo lang ludt veo véo qua dau toi, cling nhanh hét nhu
nhting budc chay ctia toi lén cau thang ao vé phong minh.

Minh phai 13y lai binh tinh. Tdp trung nao. Can phdi tdp trung.

Toi lai giwong, vun gdi thanh mot dong dudi cai mén, d€ néu ba
toi va me ké tinh co ngd vao kiém tra sé tuong la toi dang ngu, hong
biét rang toi da bién ra khoi nha mat tiéu roi. Lai théem mot Ian doi tra
nia.

Vira véi tay 1ldy bo do bién hinh xudng, toi vira trat bd quan jean,
ao thun roi nhe nhang nhét vao hdc tt quan 4o cua minh. Mo toang
ctra sO, tOi bat dau bién hinh.

T6i tam niém phai di chuyén thiét nhanh.
Binh! Binh!

Co thé t6i nhan nhum lai. Nhitng méng vudt chim 10i ra tir cac
dau ngoén chan ctia tdi. Ban chan va mat cd chan teo quat di, thun vo
va dot nhién tré thanh ban chan chim ché ba méng vuét. Ba cai chia ra
truedc, mot cai chia veé sau.

Khéng cach chi ma hai ban chan chim ti hin thé nay co thé do
dwoc hai cai chan nguoi kénh cang cta t6i. Toi té rui.

UYCH!
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T6i nga ngtra ra, ngoc dau lén va thdy hai cang chan minh den di,
thut vao trong nguoi nhu hai xién thit bo nwéng thui bi anh cao boi
gia cau mat tut vé mom.

Ngay vao gidy khac &y, toi thé rang minh sé hong bao gio an mot
cai banh que hiéu Slim Jim nao ntra.

Bién hinh chang dau dén chit nao, cho du1 ban cé thé hinh dung
ra nhu thé. N6 chi ghé ghé ma thoi.

Méc ké, toi van tiép tuc quan sat, nhu thé viéc chiing kién ay c6
thé thtic ddy duoc qud trinh bién hinh dién ra nhanh hon. Nhiing
ngon tay tdi cong quip vao. Da thit ngudi rdm nang cta tdi chuyén
xam va roi bién mat dwdi dam long vii. Ca hai canh tay toi cling tta ra
day long va 16ng, dong thoi xwong cdnh tay co rat, rong rudt, dinh
hinh lai va tré thanh doi canh.

Miéng va mi toi hoa tan vao nhau, cing lai thanh cai mo cting
khoam khoam, chét ngudi. Con luc phu ngi tang thi kéu 16c béc. Fo
6i! Tdi cam thay bay tdm mét rudt ngudi xoan xuyt, ép gon thanh bd
long 6 bién ti xiu.

Trai tim nguoi dap tir ton, déu dan, chgt don lén thanh nhiing
xung dong ran rat ctia trai tim loai chim san moi.

T6i da khong con la nguodi nita. Chang dt cao dé thay nhiing
quyén vo nam vat va trén ban hoc, va mé gidy goi ba sing-gum dang
ra toi phai vt di tit lau, nhung du gan tam tham dé€ thay nhiing vun
banh mi viong vai va nhirng soi 1ong cho xu roi rung.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Toi da 1a 6 bién, 16t bién hinh tdi c6 sdm nhat. Nhon luc 6 bién
khong phai thudc hang tinh twong tot dinh, nhung van tot hon thi luc
nguoi nhiéu - du cho toi thay dwong, bay le téi long mang cua Ax.

T6i vt 1én bau cira s, dao dac dao doi mat sang nhu sao d€ chac
chan ngdi nha minh khong bi ai nhom ngo, va vo canh ao vao man
dém.
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CHUONG 3

Ax c6 & “nha”. Va anh ¢é “khach” téi choi, dang dau trén mét
nhanh cay gan do.

<Tobias!> Toi chao.

<Cai gi mang bo téi noi nay vay?> Tobias dap lai mot cach mau

me.

<Chang c6 gi hay ho,> t6i dap r6i xoe canh dap xudng bai co va
bat dau hoan hinh.

<C6 khi ndo ma cé chuyén hay ho dau mdi khi ty nhién cé mot ai
dé trong s tui minh dot nhién xuat hién khong bao trudce kia chi?>
Cau ay noi thém.

T6i hong tra 10i. P6 la mot cau hoi tu tir v cuing hoan hao.

Chua k€, vao thoi diém ay, t6i hong co cai ma Ax van hay goi la
“bd phan miéng”.

Nhung t6i c6 mat. Tivi trong long mang ctia Ax dang mo, tuy
hong & kénh t6i vira mdi coi...

T6i hudng cap mat minh nhin thang Tobias, r6i dén Ax. “Ax, b6
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da tro thanh ngdi sao roi do,” toi noi ranh rot ngay khi cai miéng
nguoi vira thanh hinh. Mot tay t6i phai 1a thong khoi quan dui, mat
thi nhan nhoé vi bi mot hon da nhon dam vao ban chan nguoi hay con
mém nhdn.

T6i ké cho Ax va Tobias nghe ndi dung chuwong trinh tivi hoi nay.
Toi vira diet 101, ca long mang chim trong im lang.

Ro6i Tobias cét tiéng trudec. <Um... ho ghi duogc hinh cta cha Ax
ha?> Gigng truyén cua cau ta day vé lo au. <Théat vay sao?>

Ax ngap ngung, cap mat cudng ctia anh ngoat ra dang sau, huéng
vé phia khu ritng am u. <Bat c& chuyén gi cling cd thé xay ra...> anh
dap nhe.

Thiét long, t6i chang mudn nghe diéu d6 chut nao.
<Co 1€ nén tim ban sao cudn bang dd,> Tobias ndi.

“B6 nghi vay sao?” Tdi tron mat. “Hay nghe nay. Tui minh héng
co thoi gian d€ toi x€p hang cho phat lai hay gui thu yéu cau t6i dai
truyén hinh tim mua ban sao cudn bang dé dau. Tui minh hong thé
cho dwoc, dém dai 13m mong ma.”

<Pung vay,> Ax tan thanh va budc vé phia cai tivi. <Nhung clng
khong can phai xép hang...>

“Cai gi? Tui chua hiéu y bo.”
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<Chu Ax thuong thu lai tat ca cac chwong trinh trén tivi> Tobias
giai thich. <Kénh nao ciing thu hét 4. Chu ay da cai dia CD-ROM vao
VCR gi do, xai ciing duoc lam...>

<Marco, t0i tin do la thit ban dang tim.>

Ax lui khoi dong dung cu ctia minh. Vi cai ro-mot trong tay, anh
do lai cac chuong trinh cach day ba chuc phut, cho dén khi toi coi
dugc doan phim no.

Vu do tim dién ra trong vong hai muoi gidy. Ax cieng nguoi lai
khi cham cht coi doan phim. Sy im lang [an nay nang né va lau hon...
Lan nay, t6i la nguoi cat giong trudc.

“Cé phai la bo khong, Ax?” T6i non nong hoi.

Ax don ca bon mat li€c nhanh vao man hinh r6i lai nhin khap long
mang - nghe chtrng rat phan van.

<O gbc d6 do thi khong c6 gi dam bao ca...>

<Tua lai cham cham di,> Tobias dé nghi. <Nhich tirng chiat mot i...

Ax lam theo. Tdi cing mat nhin nhung chang thay cé gi sdng sta
hon.

D6 6 thé'la Ax.
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Hay la bat c nguoi Andalite nao.

Ngoai Ax, theo chd tui tdi biét, chi con duy nhat mot Andalite
khdc trén trai dat nay la Visser Ba. Nhung khong doi nao han lai cdu
tha dén ndi bi quay phim Ién. Ngoai ra, han khong bao giod xuat hién
ma khong cé dadm bau xau thap tung.

Tri phi... trit phi han ¢6 y mudn chuong mat ra dé bi thdy trong
chdp mat. Nhung tai sao cho?

“Ax ngo! Cé cach nao lam cho hinh anh ré nét hon khong?” t6i
vOi hoi.

<Khong. T6i khong thé thu gom su khuéch tan anh sang trén mau
phim khong phai la bang goc...>

Tobias vudt khoi canh cay, bay xudng dau nhe nhang cach man
hinh ti vi vai tac.

<Khong can dau,> cau ay qua quyét. <Nguwoi d6 khong phai la cha
Ax.>

“Vay thi do 1a Visser Ba ha?” To6i suy luan. “Nghe lai cang quai di
hon.”

<Khong. Ciung khong phai la ga Visser.> Tobias vita noi vira
nghiéng d6i mat diéu hau sang quac nhin chang t6i. <Minh nghi
ching ta vira moi phat hién ra mot nguoi Andalite khac.>
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Ax nga vai ra sau. <b¢ la...>

<Ciing khong phai 1a cd Estrid. Xin 16i, chu Ax, cling khong phai
Arbat ludn.>

“0), thé thi 13 ai?” To6i hoi.

<Anh chang nay méi toanh. Va anh ta c6 mot dac diém khong thé
nham lan duoc. Cai dudi ctia anh ta chi con cé phéan nita thoi.>

<Mot vecol!> Co diéu gi d6 ngo vuc trong giong ctia Ax. Va con co
mot am diéu gi d6 khac nita ma toi chuwa hé nghe thdy trudc day.
Hong phai vé kiéu cang ¢4 htru, ma giong nhu la sy ghé tdm thi phai.

“La sao?” Toi ngd ngan hoi lai.

<Anh ta bi tan tat. Mot ngwoi khong tron thay,> Ax dap lanh lung.
<Sw xuat hién ctua anh ¢ day la mot van dé.>

“Puong nhién,” t6i dong y, nhin trdi chét tré vao man hinh ti vi.
“Bon Yeerk sé truy lung anh ta va chung sé c6 thém mot vat chu
Andalite ntta. Chang hay ho ti nao...”

<Khong. Bon Yeerk sé khong st dung dwgc co thé cua anh ta dau.
Anh ta hoan toan v6 dung lam vat chu.> Ban tay eo udt cua Ax phe
phay véi diéu bd xua dudi. <Khodng ¢ ludi dao dudi, anh ta khong thé
chién dau... Ma rd rang vecol nay khong thé bién hinh nita, chit néu
dwoc thi anh ta da phuc ché'lai cai dudi tivt ADN khoe manh cua chinh
minh r6i.>
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“Ax, vay thi b6 nghi gi vé anh chang nay? Hay d€ tui doan mo
nha...” toi ca ron.

<Marco,> Tobias tram tinh néi. <Minh nghi anh ta sé c6 ich cho
bon Yeerk trén phuwong dién khac. Chang han nhuw tiét 10 nhitng thong
tin ma Visser Ba mudn biét...>

“Vay c6 nghia la cho du anh ta dang ¢ dau, tui minh cting phai
tim ta anh ta trudc khi Visser Ba tim ra anh. Trtr phi tui minh qua
tre... Tui tham chi con khong dam nghi t6i diéu d6 ntra.”

<Phai day,> Tobias gat dau. <Kich ban tot nhat 1a phai 16i kéo anh
ta vé phe tui minh.>

Nghe nhuw Ax vira khit mai. <Lam d6ng minh véi mot vecol w?
Marco, khong phai ban dang ndi dua ddy chi? Boi vi chuyén &y la
khong c6 dau.>

T6i cudi toe, khoanh tay trudc nguc. “Khong dau, Ax ngd. Chang
phai 1a ‘khoi hai’ gi sat. Bo sao vay? Bo co khiic mac gi véi anh chang
nay ha?”

Tobias cat ngang. <Nao, di thoi. Chting ta can thong béo vu viéc
cho Jake, Rachel va Cassie. Tat ca sé ban bac sau.>

T6i hit mot hoi dai va gai dau son sot khién toc tai dung ding lén.
”O 0, da tdi lac pha1 kiém thém cho tyi minh mot ngvrm Andalite nira
’ t0i le nhe nodi va nhin thao 1do vao Ax. “Chd c6 quén, ¢ day co

thé’ c6 mot kha nang khac dé nha. Mdc du c6 cai goi la danh du
Andalite ndi-tiéng-khap-dai-thién-ha, nhung anh chang nay, nhu tui
minh da ting biét, hong ching 1la mot ké phan boi cling nén. Biét dau
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mau video do6 la mot cai bay danh cho loai nguoi ¢é trai tim nhan hau
bao la, hong may may ngo vuc ching ta, nhitng con nguoi doi xt voi
nhting sinh vat kém may man hon véi su t t€ va long cam thong”.

<Dung th&> Ax bao, van nhin t6i bang cdp mat chinh. <Rat ¢ thé
dé 1a cai bay that.>
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CHUONG 4

Tobias dan ching tdi téi khoang khu ritng ma né chac chan la noi
ngwoi Andalite kia da bi quay lén.

Can c& vao mang doc bi cao mon va mdy canh thong bi tan pha
bdi sét ma Tobias tim ra manh mdi. Néu Ax la chiéc dong ho caa hoi
Animorphs, thi Tobias la mot nha trac dia, mot huwdng dan vién cuc ky
dac luc...

Lé ra tui t6i nén bao cho bon kia biét va chd dén sdng mai hang
quyét dinh. Nhung khong thé tac tac &€ 1au duwoc. Troi da tdi mit nén
t6i phai bién hinh thanh ct d€ c6 thé nhin xuyén béng dém, bat dau
cong viéc don gian nhat: tham thinh.

Ba dita toi lwon 10 trén khoang ring. Tobias, phi cong lao luyén
nhat, nhao lwgn sat mat dat, bado dong néu co6 gi dé kha nghi. Ttr tiéng
ngon co6 lay dong, t6i nhitng dudi chudt thoat biét tim, hay nhiing
sinh vat mat nham mat mé chui ra sau gidc ngt ngay... tit ca déu
khong thoét khéi tai mat ctia bon toi.

<Tobias, chinh xac la b6 dang tim kiém cai gi vay?> Toi hoi. Moi
vat trong bong dém sang bliing truedc mat bon t6i, moi thit rd6 mon
mot, nhung toi chang thay gi co vé la “nguy hiém” ca...

<Minh dang tim xem tht gi da bi xao tron, khong & nguyén tinh
trang cti,> Tobias dap lai. <Vi du nhu ddu hiéu cua mét cudc danh 1on,
dau chan trén dat hay mau kho gi do6...>
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Nhung lam gi c6 nhitng th n6 vira k€ ra. Bat ct nguoi hay vat
nao dé€ lai dau vét cach day vai ngay cting déu da bi x6a sach sau con
mura ngng hat t8i qua r6i. Chang c6 bang chiing gi vé mot hanh dong
pham luat hay mét ca choi xdu ca...

Sau gan hai chuc phut suc sao, t6i dé nghi ca bon nén vé nha ngu
mot chit cho lai sirc roi lién lac véi Jake va bon ban sau.

<Phai hoan hinh thdi, > Ax nhac. <Chting ta da ¢ trong 16t hinh
bién nay gan duoc chin mwoi phut réi.>

Phai, chang can liéu linh khi khong can thiét - viéc gi phai bién
hinh kéo dai trong mot budi dém den thui nhu thé nay, lai khong co
du lwc lwgng d€ canh chiing, boc 16t cho nhau ntra chi. Xoi, y nghi ay
khién t6i chot ndi gai khip nguoi. O, ma coi bd cang ron téc gay hon
néu bi ket lai trong 16t bo chét hay chim sudt quang doi con lai...

The€'la, trong khi Tobias luon vong veo d€ canh chitng trén khong,
toi dap xudng ria Tay cuia canh ring thong va nhanh chéng hoan
hinh. Ax dap xudng cac d6é vai mét. Tui t6i nghi sé an toan hon néu
bién hinh cach nhau ra...

Phut! Phut!

O 6, khéng con canh kiéc gi nita, nhung canh tay chua 10i ra.
Tuyét.

Phut! Phut!
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Canh tay 1ap chap nht ra nhitng ngén tay ngan ciin cdn & dau
mut. Tk t&, ching tré nén day dan hon. Véi d6i mat van con la mat
cy, toi thdy Ax bat hoan hinh. Thoi, tha dung nhin anh con hon. T6i
[2]

ngoanh mat sang phai va thdy mot con 6-pot=— gia. Va...

<Marco! Ax!> Tobias la hoang. <Ra khoi day mau>

Mudn r6i. Toi méi chi ¢ ba phan tu la nguoi. Cudi cung cling co
chuyén. Hoa ra tui to6i qua au, da danh gia thap ké thu.

Phen nay chét chac qua. Hong hiéu sao tdi ¢ nhin lom lom vao
con thu tai. Bong, né phinh 1én gap d6i. Lai gdp do6i nira. Thém mot
[an nita! B6 16ng xam ctia né bat dau chuyén sang mau xanh da troi.
Ting vét mau twa nhw dwgc d6 ra tir mudn triéu cai lo nho ti, roi ai do6
cam cay viét dién cudng bap t6i bap lui lam cho né d6i mau.

Chang can phai 1a nha khoa hoc 16i lac vé tén ltra méi biét day
hong phai 1a con tha tai binh thuong. N6 1a mot Andalite. C6 diéu
hong phai la Visser Ba. Cling hong phai la chang Andalite chang t6i
da thay trén tivi.

Nguoi Andalite nay co cadi dudi cuc ky diing manh - dai, map va
chac. Cu6i dau mat la ludi dao dudi ma d6i voi con mat dang kinh
khiép cuaa t6i, né giong cai phang xén cd Grim Reaper thuwong dung.

Trong khi t6i van chuwa hoan hinh xong, ngudi Andalite no da
dinh dac budc t6i chd Ax. Dudi 6ng ta chém phing vao man dém day
de doa, ludi dao sang loang duwdi anh trang. Bon moéng gudc bu co
nap & truc banh xe gb 16p khop xudng Iim co6 wét dam swong, khién
soi va da nho vang nay t tan, tui chuét dong chay quang quang.
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Pay khong phai 12 vecol gi rdo. Ong nay la Andalite bu con nhat
toi tung thay tir trede téi nay. B hon ca Hoang tir Elfangor-Sirinal-
Shamtul, anh trai ctia Ax; hon ca chién binh Aloth-Attamil-Gahar hay
Alloran-Semitur-Corrass, co thé vat chu cua Visser Ba.

Vai 6ng ta to bang ca cai lung cia mot Andalite binh thuong.
Nguc noi mui vudng viee nhu lyce si thé hinh. Canh tay, ngoai trit mau
long xanh da troi, trong tira nhw canh tay cua nha vo dich hang trung.
Tham chi ca ban tay cting tho by, ran chic nhuw tay tho moc hay tho
xay, chtt khong mong manh nhu tay Andalite von vay.

Phan dang gom nhat: tir cai eo giong nguoi téi cai than tron trinh
nhu ngya hay nai, cai dng Andalite nay giong y chang nguoi khong 16
Clydesdale. Mot Andalite b nhat ma t6i ting thay.

Du la mot chién binh chién dau ra tro, nhung linh nho Ax chic
chan hong cach gi choi dwoc véi Ong Bu nay. Chi bang mot ca ra don
nhe, 0ng ta c6 thé da Ax bay vong lén troi ngay chir cha choi...

T6i chang phai 1a dita ham ca cuoc, nhung néu danh cudc toi sé
dat hét tién bac vao Ong By nay ngay tur hiép dau.

Nhung Ong By no héng tén cong Ax hay toi.

Ong ta diing cach t6i chua day ndm mét, chang them dém xia gi
t6i toi ma chi nhin tran tran vao Ax, bay gio da trd vé hinh hai that véi
cai dudi va ludi dao 1oi hai. Ong Bu duong nhu dang cho doi cai gi
do. Cho Ax tung don truedc chang?

<Oi troi, té hai day,> Tobias truyén giong riéng d& éng Andalite
By khong nghe thdy. <Nhung xem ra han chwa nhin thdy minh. D&
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minh lam han mat canh giac coi sao. Trudc khi han chuyén dong....>
Cang thang va ciing hong thé tra 16i Tobias, toi liéc nhin Ax.

Anh van dtng im, bat chudc tre thé sdn sang chién ddu cta doi
thu, cho cho Ong By di chuyén trude.

<Tobias,> Ax néi bang giong truyén riéng, diém tinh va tram thap.
<Chu khong nghi...>

Qua tré!

“Tsserr!” Tobias sa xudng ttr bau troi t6i om, méng vudt giwong
hét ral Trong anh trang nho nho, nhin cdu &y nhu mot quai vat long 14
cua dia nguc.

“Tsserr!”

Ong By dich chuyén! Ong luii lai, vuon mét cudng I1én, nhung cip
mat chinh van dan chat vao Ax.

Tobias dinh lam xao nhang hay lam bi thuong ong ta d€ tui toi
chiém wu th€, nhung...

Phap!

Vi toc d6 va su chinh xac kiéu Andalite chinh hiéu, Ong Bu vung
Iwdi dao dudi 1én nén Tobias mot cu troi giang.
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Mot tiéng huych ghé hon va Tobias roi oach xudng dat.

“Tobias!”
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CHUONG 5

T6i toan chay t6i v6 co thé vo hon ctaa Tobias, nhung cai liéc mat
sac lanh tir Ax khién t6i dting chon chan tai chd. Toi phai lam gi day?
It ra phai cttu Tobias truedc khi co thé cau dy bi nhitng méng vudt
chanh danh kia xéo nat cht...

Téi ¢6 thé’bién hinh, suy nghi d6 vut qua nao t6i. Toi ¢6 thé...
<Pling lam, dting noi cai gi hét, Marco.> Ax nghiém giong truyén.

Gio tdi luot Ax lam chi huy u? Quén di. Toi sé bién thanh khi
dot...

Loc coc Loc coc!

Ong Bu 16p cdp phi nuede dai dén chd Ax.

L6c coc Loc coc!

Ax phi nueée dai vao ngureoi Ong Bu.

PHAAPP! Ax quing dudi vao c¢6 hong ddi phwong. Va hut!

Gio thi @ng Bu d3 ndm thé thuan hoan toan. Trudc khi Ax c6 thé
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tung mot ca khac...
CHAATT!

Ax phang tring ban dao du6i ctia Ong B, va roi... 1dn Kénh ra
dat. Ong Bu lui lai cho Ax ding lén, doan thung thinh ké 1udi dao
dudi to dung va co Ax.

<Visser Ba,> 6ng By truyén giong khinh ré. <Cudi cung ching ta
da gap nhau. Ta vita méi nhan ra rang té ra mi la mot ddi thu tic
cudi, vo dung.> Ong ta 03t mot mat cudng vé phia Tobias van dang
nam bat dong trén mat dat Am wét. <Hen gi mi phdi tén tay sai v van
kia ra d6i pho véi mét chién binh thyce thu!>

<T6i khong phai la Visser Ba!> Ax dong dac dap voi vé dang kiéu
hanh dang kham phuc, mac ké ludi dao dudi ké co. <T6i la Aximili-
Esgarrouth-Isthill >

Ntta gidy troi qua. Ong By dang xi 1y cdi thong tin méi duoc
cung cap ay. Ro rang la ong bi tac dong boi tin nay.

<Em trai cia hoang tit Elfangor-Sirinal-Shamtul?> Cudi cting Ong
By hoi vé ho nghi.

<bung vay.>

Bay gio giong truyén cua Ong By tré nén manh mé, day thach
thirc. <Vay la anh da ¢ trén tau Mai Vom vi dai trong phi vu chinh
chién cudi cung cua nd. Anh da song sot sau vu no tau sao?>
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Cai quai gi day? Bat giac t6i cam thay choi voi truedce su tao ngo ky
qudc ctia hai Andalite cing xudt than tir hoc vién quan su. Va trong
khi ho dau khau thi Tobias...

<Pung thé,> Ax ndi. <Du da nai ni xin dwoc chién dau, nhung toi
duoc 1énh phai cho trong khu vom. Cho dén mai gan day, tdi van
ludn cam thay u udn vi minh la nguwoi Andalite duy nhat c6 mat trén
Trai dat. Co6 1€ t6i lam. Toi da xem cudn bang chiéu vecol...>

<Vecol ha?>

Giong truyén ctia Ong By rong 1én ttc t6i, khién dau toi bung
bung. T6i nhin chét tran lwéi dao dudi ciia Ong Bu dang an sau va da
thit Ax. Mot dong mau ri ra.

<Tén anh &y la Mertil-Iscar-Elmand,> Ong Bu tiép, giong da bat
gay gat hon. <Anh phai nhé ky diéu d9, linh nhé.>

Ax hong ngdc. Khi anh ndi, anh c¢d gitt cho giong minh vé diém
nhién. <T6i da nghe ndi dén cai tén Mertil-Iscar-Elmand nay ro6i. D6 la
mot phi cong chién dau da dat dugc rat nhiéu danh dy khi tham gia
v0 sO cugc chién. Nhung... t6i dang dwgc han hanh dién kién ai day?>

Troi dat. Co thé liét Ax vao hang tai t& thuong thang, c6 kha nang
sam vai cing minh tinh Gwyneth Paltrow trong phim Shakespear Dang
Yéu chit cha choi. Ngoai ra, Ax con c6 thé 1a mot nha ngoai giao dai tai
ay chtr. Trong khi t6i s¢ muodn te ra quan, thi Ax lai hanh x&@ nhuw mot
anh hung trén san khau nha hat lién bang, hung hon pho bay veé
duyén dang dwdi anh trang...

<Tén cua ta la Gafinilam-Estrif-Valad.>
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Bon mat Ax dot nhién 16e 1én vé kinh phuc. Giong truyén ctia anh
16 ra vé phan khich.

<Téi cling da nghe danh 6ng - mot phi cong chién dau lay ling
vao bac nhit cua hoc vién quan su. Sy nghiép ctia 6ng la tdim guong
cho moi linh nho noi theo.>

Gafinilan bé lwéi dao dudi ra khoi c6 Ax, dang diéu cé vé hoi boi
roi. Hinh nhu 6ng ta vira hai long vira khong hai long khi dwoc Ax ca
ngoi lén tan may xanh. Ong ta thoi khong dan mat chinh vao Ax nira.

<Co trudng Gafinilan,> Ax noi ti€p, vé kich dong. <T6i mdi nhan
dugc tin phi doan Andalite chu lyc da chuyén sang doi pho véi cudc
xung dot & hanh tinh Rakkam Garroo thugc Hé thong Siffer SG Chin.
Sé khong c6 luc lwong ddc biét nao dugc trién khai nham ngdn chan
cude chinh phuc ctia Yeerk ¢ hanh tinh Trai dat nay. Ong phai gitp
ching toi...>

<Tb6i khong lam dwoc gi dau,> Gafinilan cay dang dap. <T6i khong
con la chién binh ntta, Aximili-Esgarrouth-Isthill. Muc dich duy nhat
cua toi bay gio... bon phan... trach nhiém cta t6i... la cham sdc cho
Mertil. Nhu anh da thdy ddy...> 6ng ta buén ba thém. <Anh &y da bi
thwong tram trong trong tran chién vira qua. Tran chién da quang
ching t6i téi hanh tinh nay, xa qué nha hang ti ti ddm...>

Ax c6 ve phan khang.

<Hay d€ chung toi yén,> Gafinilan yéu cau, khong mé dwong cho
Ax tranh luan.<Néu anh can tro t6i hoanh thanh nhiém vu cu6i cung
nay, toi thé trén ki t¢c cha me minh la anh s€ phai chét.>
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T6i van ding ngay nhue phong, déng im hon ca khi dw ddm tang
me t6i, nhung lan nay, toi s dén tirng chan toc.

Cau chuyén vé nhitng Andalite n6i loan, c6 hanh vi phan chién
khong con lam t6i va cac ban bang hoang nitra, sau khi tui toi dugc
biét vé nhitng gi 6ng Alloran da lam trén hanh tinh Hork-Bajir, vé
hoang t&t Elfangor-Sirinal-Shamtul va viéc lam trai luat 1€ nghiém
khac ctia xa hoi Andalite va méi day, vé Arbat-Elevat-Estoni, nguoi
suy tinh téi mot cudc chién tranh ghé ron khac...

Nhung khéng hiéu sao, & Ong Bu nay van toat ra mot cai gi dé
khién t6i cam thay 6n lanh. T6i tin chac nhitng 101 6ng ta ndi la that -
rang chung toi sé€ bi giét néu con di tim Ong ta va Mertil.

Trt phi...

Thoang trong khée mat, t6i thay Tobias dong day. On trdi, né van
con song nhan, nhung néu no biét than biét phan dung lam gi d€ gay
chu y thi t6t hon...

<bi di, linh nhé Aximili. Hay dua ban be anh ra khdi noi nay.
Visser Ba s€ t6i day bat ct ltc nao. Han sé khong nhe tay nhuw toi
dau...>

<Thwa ngai...>

<Vi loi ich ctia anh, Aximili!> Gafinilan ngat ngang mot cach dit
khoat. <Hay quén chuyén anh da gdp t6i. Quén vé Mertil di. Do 1a
ménh lénh.>
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Garfinilan quay di, ca bdn mat hwéng vé khu ring tam t5i. Ong ta
bwdc ra khoi anh trang. Téi bia ring, Gafinilan ding lai nhung chang
hé quay mat vé phia ching toi...

<Aximili, toi chtic anh va cac dong doi may man trong nhiém vu
ctia minh... du la v vong!>
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CHUONG 6

Tui t6i bam theo Gafinilan. Di nhién la 6ng ta biét tui t6i sé lam
nhu thé.

Va gio day toi cling biét ong ta sé hong gay ton hai gi cho tui toi
dau.

Gafinilam da gai bay tui tdi va danh xiu Tobias, nhung 6ng da tha
mang cho tui tdi, tai sao vay?

Phai c6 mot ly do gi do...

Chac han 6ng ta da thay t6i hoan hinh. C6 thé 6ng ta khong nhin
thay toan by quy trinh. Co thé 6ng ta nghi minh con bo sot diéu gi do,
hodc dang phan van rang: c6 thé t6i bién hinh tit co thé Andilate tw
nhién thanh ngwoi. ..

Khong! Chac han ong ta da thdy tat ca. Linh cam méch bao cho t6i
diéu do6. Chir lam gi c6 chuyén, khi khong mot anh chang bon chan va
mot lwdi dao dudi loi hai lai thich bién thanh mot sinh vat c6 da
mong, di ditng cham chap lam gi?

Ma viéc Ong ta cd phat hién ra diéu gi d6 vé toi sau khi thay toi
hoan hinh cting hong may quan trong, mien la dng séng hong du lau
dé ma cé thé tiét 10 duoc vdi ai do.
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T6i nhanh chéng bién thanh séi, Ax thanh diéu mudp, trong khi
Tobias kiém tra minh may coi c6 say sat gi khong. Cudi cung no keét
luan 14 khong sao. Do d6, dut con hoi run rdy, nhung né van theo hut
Gafinilam.

<Ong By d6 nhanh thiét, minh khong kip vut 1én né. Cay c6i day
ddc qua, vdi lai anh sang thi cuec ky té hai...>

T6i vut di, bo ngoai tai nhiing 16i phan tran ctia Tobias. Véi khu
giac cao siéu, stec chiu dung bén bi va lanh le dang ngac nhién cta sdi,
tui t6i co nhiéu co may tim ra dau vét Gafinilan. T6i hy vong thé.

<Ctt bay theo ong ta nha, Tobias,> t0i goi vdi. <Bon minh dang t6i
day.>

Toi chay bang bang qua khu riing day ddc, t6i om, nhw chay trong
me 10 toi g1at g1a1 thvfong & trung tam - mot phan thurong ma chang ai
them ham vi né qua nguy hiém va cé thé chét nguwoi, mot phan
thuwong ma nguoi ta can phai tiéu huy né trude khi né huy diét ho -
nhung d6 1a phan thudng to6i budc phai doat 1ay, bang bat ct gia
nao...

To6i chay vong veo qua nhitng than cay thong den thui va nhitng
tang da xu xi, chui dwoi nhfmg canh céy triu nang. Khong khi uot
lanh vui lap mui ngai ngai ctia Ia muc va du tha ham ba lang khac. Du
sao miii s6i van dang bat dwoc mui ctia Ong By nén tdi van cdm cti
chay tiép.

O phia trén, Ax va Tobias v6 canh bay hét t&c luc trong 16p khong
khi ban dém lanh ngat.
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Nhung nhu vy van khong du.

<Ong bién mat roi!> Tobias thinh linh hét. <Minh khong thé... 6ng
& phia trudc... roi dot nhién chang thay gi nta!>

T6i dung lai dudi canh cay Tobias vira dap 1én, hét di maii xudng
dat, rao riét dinh vi Gafinilan lai ngang dau lén va hit hit khong khi.
Ax vira méi dap xudng gan do.

<Ct nhu 0ng ta boc hoi vay,> Tobias buc doc truyén y nghi...

<Tu dung tui chang ngti dwoc gi nita,> t6i thém. <Gio thi chang
con biét phai chay duong nao...>

<T6i khong muodn suy doan,> Ax tram ngam. <Co 1€ c6 mot 16i vao
ving Yeerk an dau dé gan day va Gafinilan da chui qua do...>

<Khoan, cho chat!> T6i vira néi vira ludn quan di téi di lui, ¢d van
dung tat ca nhiing giac quan séi dé€ do xét. <Ong By d6 di duong nay.
Dau vét map mo... nhung... nhin nay!>

Hinh nhu c6 mot cai hang hay 16i mon, cach chung t6i khoang ba
mét vé bén phai. Néu khong chu tam sé khong tim ta né. Loi vao thap
va hep, gan nhu khuat biét sau nhiing canh thong giang doc ngang.

<Tui cd muwoi an mot 1a Ong Buw da bién vao do6,> toi ndi. <Xem ra
bo nhéan dinh dung day, Ax.>

<Coi bo khong chi co riéng tui minh ¢ day dau,> Tobias € a.
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Mot cadi g1 d6 dang ra khoi hang. O, mét con ngwoi - chinh xac la
mot ngroi dan ong.

Ong ta dimng lai ngay ctta hang, r6i than trong nhin khip xung
quanh. Co vé nhu dng ta dang coi xem c6 bon do tham nao dang nup
sau nhitng than cay khong...

Trong ong ta khong cé gi ndi bat. Dién mao tam tam, chiéu cao va
trong lugng trung binh, tudi c& trung nién, toc hoe hoe gitta mau nau
va vang, khong dai khong ngan. Ong ta m3c mot cai quan jeans cha cé
gl ddc biet, mot 4o so- mi mau sam va chan di doi giay tennis mau
tréng.

Ong ta thudc tip nguoi sé chim nghim trong dam dong ngay lap
tiec, la dang ngwoi nhat nhéo ma Jake sé trd thanh néu nhw dinh ménh
khong chon cho né mot con duong ky khoi, la doi la tro thanh thu
linh cta Hoi Animorphs.

Co6 vé nhu da yén tam, ngroi dan ong lach khoi hang, nhanh
chéng nham thang v6 khu ring den ngom gan day.

Binh thwong, c6 1€ tui toi da bam theo ong ta, vi by dang kha nghi
nhu thé vira tir viing Yeerk chui ra. Nhung Gafinilam con quan trong
hon nhiéu, cho nén tui t6i d€ mac ong di.

Hup nguwoi sat rat xudng mat dat wét chem nhep, bung cham vao
16p tham 14 thong, réu moc va soi d4, toi cham chap di chuyén vé phia
miéng hang va cho, phong ho ¢6 nguoi khac vot ra. Vai phut sau,tdi
ngtri ngti 16i vao. O, Gafinilan da di qua day. To6i chudn bi tinh than
dé€ chui vao viing Yeerk néu nhu tui t6i bugc phai xuéng do, cdt dé
tim thdy ong Andalite truede khi 6ng ta lam 10 hét bi méat caa tui toi.
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To6i hong hé chuan bi tinh than d€ don nhan nhing gi toi trong
thay bén trong hang.

O tréng chang c6 gi ca. Hong bang diéu khién gia, hdng ctra bay
hay nhitng ban phim gai ma s6 bi mat. Hong gi hét. Chi la mot
khoang khong tit mit, to ho day bui bam bén trong mot tang da 1on...

T6i bo ra khoéi hang. <Chang c6 gi ca. Hong c6 161 vao, hong c6 bat
ct thw gi sat.>

Ax dang dau trén mot canh cay chac map, canh chitng ctta hang,
noéi vong xuong. <Ma manh hét stec. R6 rang day la cho Gafinilan giau
quan o dé€ bién hinh Nguwoi.>

Oi troi, lai thém mot sai [am thit hai trong dém nay...

<Minh thdy 0ng ta r6i,> Tobias bat ngo thong bao tir dau do trén
cao.

T6i chay vot ra. Ra téi bia ring, toi lap tic hoan hinh r6i bién
thanh cu.

Tui t6i theo dau Gafinilan téi vung lan can treong dai hoc va thay
ong ta budc vao 16i xe chay téi truedc cira mot can nha binh thuong.
Mot nong trai nho, giong nhuw bao ngdi nha khac & khu nay. Trén
thung thu mau den dé cht “H. McClellan” mau vang, rat dang chuan
muec.
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Gafinilan dttng lai truwdc cta, nhin quanh roi thoc tay vao tai
quan, 16i ra chum chia khéa va mo ctra di vao.

Tui toi bay vong veo va cho. Chi nghe tiéng 0 khoa lach cach truot
vao vi tri. Khong cé den bat 1én trong nha, ngay ca sau d6 bon phut.

<Cai g1 vay ta?>Tobias thac mac.
<Hay la Ong da lén chu6n qua ctra s6?>

<Khong phai dau.> Ax gat phat. <Viéc d6 qua nguy hiém. Ttt ray
tro di Gafinilan sé€ vo cung than trong vi sao huyét cua 6ng da bi 16.>

<Thoi nao cac chién htru,> t6i hd. <ba dén luc phai bao cao su viéc
véi thu linh can treong ctia ching ta roi>
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CHUONG 7

“Jake, Ong Byt d6 da dom thdy tui hoan hinh.”

Vira nghe t6i ndi dén d6, Rachel da nhay nhom khoi thanh rao go
nho dang ngoi. Do la trude gio di hoc vao sang sdém hom sau, khi
ching toi tu tap trong trang trai nha Cassie nhu thuong l¢. “Tuyét
lam, Marco. Lam &n hay qua ha,” nho méc mia.

“Nhung ma,” t6i chong ché. “Ong tham chi khong hé giat minh,
hong bu6n nhin tui 1dy mot [an hay ndi chuyén véi tui ntra cau, cing
chang héi Ax vé tui ludn. C& nhu Ong cdc them quan tam to6i tui

A 77
vay...

“Thé thi minh c6 mot cau hoi: tai sao vay?” Jake tram ngam. “Nén
nhé Co truong Gonrod da ngac nhién t6i d0 muodn ngat di khi thay
con ngudi cd quyén nang bién hinh. Chac han dau éc Ong Bu dang
cha y téi mot céi gi do6 16n lao hon.”

”O 0, chac chan r6i. Nhu tui da néi khi nay do, ong chang hoi han
gl rdo,” toi cam ram. “Thiét chang hiéu g1 hét. Ong cling chang thém
hoi vi sao Ax biét tin v€ cudc xung dot & hanh tinh Rakkam Garroo.
Chéng hoi tui hay anh ¢é bao nhiéu “dong d6i”, hodc tui minh la ai,
van van. Ai lai vo tam dén thé hong biét. Co thé dé la sy tho o ¢d tinh
toan.”

<Ong ta con bao chung toi rang Visser Ba sé dén bat c ltic nao,>
Ax thém.< C¢ nhu Ong biét thoi quen ctia han va dang néng long
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mudn gap han vay.>

<Hoac d€ tan cong han,> Tobias ndi. <Khdng nén nhay vao két
luan ngay. Chung ta chua biét ti gi vé mdi quan hé gitra Gafinilan va
Visser Ba.>

T6i cudi. “Ro qud roi. Chac chan la giita hai ké d6 ¢ mot mdi
quan hé. Dua vao viéc Gafinilan héi tui minh di di, va di nhién, vao
loi de doa gi€t tui minh néu khong d€ yén cho 6ng va nguoi ban cta
ong. Theo tui nhan dinh, néu 6ng khong ung ho ttc la 6ng chong lai
ching ta.”

Jake dwa tay cha cha cai gay cua no. “Nén nhd, ong ta khong o lai
dé€ gap Visser Ba va luon c6 kha nang két nap hai nguoi Andalite do
vao do6i chiing ta. Vay, ching ta phai d€ mat téi dng nay. Phai bao
dam ong ta khong lam viéc cho moét cong ty do Yeerk diéu hanh, hoac
phai téi viing Yeerk ba ngay mot lan.”

“Dé€ em di cho,” Rachel xung phong.

“Ca minh ntra,” Cassie noi theo.

“Tot. Ax, bo biét gi vé Gafinilan?” Jake hoi.

<Danh tiéng ctua ong ay khong heé c¢ ti ti vét,> Ax ndi don gian.
“Ong da suyt giét b vi ling ma 8ng ma,” t6i nhic. “Ong da tan

cong bo, mot dong bao Andalite.”
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<Ong &y 1a mot chién binh, chit khéng phai 1a nha ngoai giao,> Ax
dap, duong nhu khong tin 1lam vao 10i néi ctia minh. <T6i nghi phan
tng nhu thé khong la diéu bat thuwong d6i véi moét chién binh duoc
huan luyén chinh quy, nhat la d6i véi nguoi dang rat xa qué nha, tai
noi chiu ach xam lwoc cuia ké thu.>

“Thé con cudn bang video thi sao?” Rachel chat van. “Ai da quay
/4 ? \ /4 iA,‘Ll- A ?
no? Lam sao no dwoc chiéu len?”

Cassie nhun vai. “Cé rat nhiéu gia thi€t. Co thé hoan toan la vo
tinh, ai d6 di lang thang quay duoc r6i dem ban cho dai truyén hinh
hay cho mdy to bao 14 cai nhw Sao sing hay Toan Thé. Hodc day la tro
dua cia mot tén dién nao d6.”

“Clng c6 thé do chinh tay Gafinilan quay,” Rachel néu y kién.
“Khong chimg 6ng ta thong dong voi bon Yeerk dé€ lira ‘bang thao
khdu Andalite” vao cho chét.”

“Nhung tui tui van con séng nhin réng day ne,” t6i dop lai. “Néu
gia thuyét cua bd la dung thi chac chan tui da khong con ¢ day dé
dam dao vdi bo.”

<Ng0o nh& Gafinilan khong phuc vu cho Yeerk thi sao?> Tobias lap
luan. <Ngd nho ong ta khong lién quan gi téi cudn bang? Ngd nho
Ong ta that tinh chi mudn ching ta diing t0 mo vé 6ng va ban ong thoi
thi sao...>

“Qua t¢,” Jake noi lanh tanh. “Bao nhiéu lau thi ngwoi Andalite
xuong Trai dat mot [an nhi? Chung ta khong thé bo qua tinh hudng la
Gafinilan va Mertil muon an dat & vung ngoai 6. Tam thoi c& cho la
ho khong ¢4 v hai ching ta, nhung ta van phai ¢ tim hiéu.”

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Theo tui hiéu thi c¢6 nghia la ching ta sé dot nhdap va nha
Gafinilan ha?” t6i hoi ma biét tong cau tra 1oi.

“Q. Chi ¢6 diéu ‘chiing ta’ c6 nghia la b6 va Ax.” Jake bao. “Néu
Gafinilan phan bdi, di theo Yeerk thi minh khong mudn ong ta biét
thém hoi vién Animorphs nao khac nita. Nhw vay, xam t6i nay Marco
sé & dang nguoi - vi cau da 1o tdy roi - con Ax ¢ dang Andilate.
Gafinilan biét Tobias r6i. Nhung tui minh can cau ay bay canh gidi va
trinh sat dia hinh trong khi hai b6 vao trong. Ax, bo di tham 6ng chinh
thirc, nhan danh hoang t& cua minh. May nguoi con lai sé bi mat theo
sau va ti€p vién khi can.”

Toi cuoi toe. “Ua, phong trieong hop dng ta doi ‘giét néu khong
d€ tui yén’. CAm on nha, ban hién.”

Jake cling cwoi, “Khong co chi. Khi bo di thi tui nay theo chan lién.
Nho tham do coi ong ta di dau va lam cai gi. Coi xem 6ng c6 ti€p xuc
véi Yeerk hay khong. A, hay dé mat téi Mertil nita.” Jake quay qua
Rachel va Cassie. “Nhung trudce tién, sang nay phai rang gap ong H.
McClellan trwdce khi dng ta roi nha. Tobias di véi hai bo. Khi t6i gio
hoc thi b6 thay ca.”

Tobias roi chd dau quen thudc trén rui nha. <Pwoc r6i, Jake. Gap
lai cac quy nuong trén khong nha.>

“Thé tir gio toi lac cung Ax di tham Nguwoi Doi va Robin, tui duoc
mong doi phai lam gi day?” To6i hoi Jake khi bon ban da di hét.

Jake cuwoi rudi. “Nay, Marco. Minh nghi b6 da lam du ro6i. Thi do,
ba nguoi may bo ty dong theo ddu Ong By ma chang bao cho tui
minh biét. C& nghi ngoi thoai mai trong vai gio nita di. C6 thé cau
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nguyén cting dugc. Chung ta s€ can tdi né day.
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CHUONG 8

Toi chang phai 1a dita hay ciu nguyén va mé tin di doan. O ma
trit nhitng khi phai ddnh bao moi mét c6 nho diéu dang nao do di
choi, t6i méi hay cau cho ¢6 ta dong y...

<Marco? B6 d6 ha?>

T6i nhap bon voi Tobias bén trén khu viec nha H. McClellan. Cac
ngoi nha hai ba phong, c6 chai; nhiing mai lop in bong cay tuyét tung
hinh tam giac hodc t& giac; nhitng ho boi ¢ san sau mau xanh da troi,
hinh tron hay hinh vuong; va nhitng thtta san truedc hinh chit nhat
mau xanh 14 cdy. Mot quang canh dién hinh ctia ngroi dan My, nhin
dac biét la lung ¢ géc do nay.

<Sao b6 khong di hoc véi may dia kia?> Tobias hoi.

<Tui that sy chang mudn tra 10i cau hoéi cta bo. B6 da tim ra céi gi
chua?>

Tobias danh vong mot vong, lwoi biéng mac cho luong khi néng
nang lén. <Khong nhiéu. Tui minh da di theo Henry- tic la “H”- t6i
treong dai hoc. Hinh nhu 0ng ta la tro giang cho mot gido suw nghién
ctru vat ly hat nhan.>

<Ax sé tim hiéu va sé€ biét thoi. Con gi nra?>
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<0, ngoai trir lic dng ta di vao phong nghi, chac chan 1a &€ hoan
hinh, con dau tui minh da giam sat ong ta sudt budi sang nay. Cassie
va Rachel da Ién vao bén trong, thdy rang d6 la noi ly tuéng d€ hoan
hinh. Phéan 16n thoi gian 6ng ta ngo6i bén ban lam viéc, hodc tan déc
véi may dong nghiép va an banh cam vong. Sau d6 Rachel va Cassie
di hoc, con minh lugn vong quanh. Vao khoang 11 gio, Henry nhan
dwgc mot ca dién thoai, hinh nhu khién 6ng ta run lén. Diéu tiép theo
minh biét la ong ta gap rut vé nha. Trir phi 6ng ta bién hinh thanh con
gl d6 ciee nho va bay di, con dau minh nghi 6ng ta van con ¢ d6.>

<Hoadc ¢ trong nha kinh. Tui mudn chac ct hon,> tdi bao.

T6i ludt xudng, gan mai nha ctia Henry McClellan. Ap sat khu
nha kinh noi lién véi ngoi nha gach bang mot mai chai dai bon nam
mét, trong giong duong ham.

<Can than, Marco,> Tobias canh bao.< 6ng dang xtic dong va
hoang tuong.>

<Va chac chan dang rinh tui minh. Tui biét. Tui biét.>

<Cé 1€ d6 1a c dién thoai vé Mertil,> Tobias doan, khi tui t6i ha
xuong cach nha kinh sau mét.

<C¢ 1€ la Visser Ba,> t6i ndi co6 kim giong bong lon. <Dttng c6 thi
vi hoa.>

Tobias mic ké 10i nhan xét caa toi. <Ong kia,> ciu &y chi. <Trong
hinh hai Andalite.>
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Gafinilan thap thoang bén dudi mai nha khum khum bang kinh,
dong hoi nuedc, bén trong rop mat mot mau xanh 14 cay...

<Theo nhu 10i cht Ax thi,> Tobias giai thich. <Lam vuwon la mot
tht vui uwa thich ctia nguroi Andalite. That ra la mot linh vuwc nghé
thuat.>

<Hét xay. Tui htta s& mua cho dng ta mot mdy cat cé hiéu John
Deere nhan ngay Giang sinh. C6 ddu hiéu gi vé Mertil khong?>

Tobias dap trén mot cay s6i by chang trong ndng trai Henry
McClellan. <Minh khong thdy, chi thdy Gafinilan dang cat tia 14 hay
lam g1 d6 voi dung cu xén 1ong ctru. Ong lam cham chq, tap trung ghé
lam.>

<Vay thi d€ minh lai gan hon.>

<E, Marco, hdng phai y hay dau. Ngd nh& dng ta ngude nhin 1én
thi sao?>

<Ngd nh& 6ng khong ngudc?> toi phan bac. <Hw cai ong nay that
b1 hiém. Tui mudn biét vé ong cang nhiéu cang tot trudc khi Ong bay
16 chan tuwong ra.>

<U, nhung ma...>

Khong c6 nhung nhi gi hét. Toi ludt xudng thap, thap hon, mat
cang ra hau thu hét tat ca moi chi tiét vao tam nhin. Chot...
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Ddziitttt!
<Adadal>

To6i tham chi con chua dung vao 16p ctra kinh! Mot ca dién giat
khién t6i 1at nhao, suyt 1on ngtra, caich mai nha kinh chua t6i ba tac.
T6i kim lai, ddp canh cudng cudng, rang dung dé€ cham mai kinh,
cling rang dirng dén gan no qua giong nhuw mot gidy trudc..

<Marco?>

Nha kinh nay c6 treong luc rao quanh. Mot bién phap bao vé rat
tw nhién cua Gafinilan.

<Marco! Tra 10i minh di!>

T6i khong thé. Con dau xé troi. Ghé gom qua. Tam tri nguoi caa
toi té diéng.

T6i nhdo nhao bay 1én, chang biét vé hudng nao hay cd thoat khoi
cai gi. Nhiing giac quan 6 bién chiém linh, khién t6i cit bay va bay,
chim dam trong con dau...

<Marco! B6 dang lam gi vay? Ra khéi d6 mau!> Tobias thét lén.

T6i khong thdy c6 camera giam sat nao gan trén mai nha, cho dén
khi qua tré.

<Coi chitng! Ong ta c6 may Cat!>
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Tiéng thét ctia Tobias xuyén qua tam tri dang dau that than cta
toi. Quay lai, t6i thdy cai dau va do6i tay cam vii khi ctia Gafinilan chia
xuyén qua ctta sO mai, cho bang phang nhat trén mai nha.

May Cat chia thang vao toi.

<Dau hang di!> ng quét ong 6ng trong dau tdi. Toi chang tra 10i,
hy vong c6 1€ - chi c6 1é thoi - ong ta s€ nghi toi chi 1a mdt con chim vo
van di lac...

Pay hong phai la Tan dau toi danh gia thdp ong ta.

Xet!

Ong ta ban! T6i thay anh chép triede khi cam thdy con dau.
<Aaaaal>

Mot trong nhitng méng vudt cta toi bién dau mat tiéu.
<D6 la phat sting canh cao!> Gafinilan gan giong.

Ban khong thé tuong tugng duoc sé hoang via ra sao khi nhin
xuong thady mot mau than thé minh mat di - cho du ban dang & dang
16t nao. Thay khoang trong huo noi dut lia ¢6 mau va thit ua ra.

<Pau hang di!> Gafinilan yéu cau. <Néu khong sé chét.>
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Chang co su Iira chon nao ca.

<Di tim bon ban! Di tim Ax!> Téi bao Tobias bang giong truyén
rieng. <Nhanh lén!>

Gafinilan van cam may Cat chia vao toi.

<Pap xudng san sau, bén canh nha kinh,> 6ng ta chi thi. <Sau dé
hoan hinh.>
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CHUONG 9

<O, mét ta khong danh Itra ta ddy chir.> Gafinilan ngac nhién noj,
khdi co bap nang ca may trdm ky ctia 6ng sting lai. <Khi ta thay mi lan
dau thi troi t6i, anh sang mo nhat... nhung mi la Ngwoi cht khong
phai Andalite.>

Toi chat vat dang 1én trén hai chan. So véi viéc mat mong vudt,
viéc nay cling té hai hong kém. Chi ¢c6 mot it bun dat rét veong vai
trén nén nha.

“Ong nhin thay roi ddy.”

Gafinilan xia may Cat vao t6i nhit mot ngon tay dang qué trach.
<Ai cho mi quyén ning bién hinh?> Ong chat van.

“Diéu do cé gi khac biét?”

<Khéc biét gitra cai dung va cai sai,> Gafinilan dop chat. <Nguoi
Andalite nao trao cho mi quyén nang bién hinh la da pha vo luat Long
Nhan Tir Cua Seerow. Han ta la ti pham.>

“Nguoi Andalite ay da chét r6i,” t6i noi ho hting. “To6i hong chac
ong con goi nguoi nao khac la tdi d6 nita khong, nhung ma, hay dé
ong dy - ngwroi hong hé co 10i - dat vién da dau tién.”
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<Mi ngu y gi, con Nguoi?>

Dot nhién toi dién tiét 1én, quén ca s¢. “Ta chang ngu nghiéc gi ca.
Ta ndi sy that. Mi da thoa hiép gi d6 véi Visser Ba. Ta khong 16 mi
mudn dat duoc diéu gi, nhung ta biét rd diéu nay: rang Visser Ba la
Yeerk. Htt, ngwoi Andalite von thong minh, sang lang ma. Vay thi,
hay cho ta biét cai gi khién mi lam thé?”

PHUT!

Tay t6i vdi chup 14y c6. Né le. Hi hon - d6 1a mot ¢t canh cdo. Va
roi ludi dao duoi ké vao cd toi.

<Ta khong phai la &6 phan bdi.> Giong truyén ctia Gafinilan tram
thap va de doa.

<Gafinilan!>
La Ax!

Anh d3 phéng qua hang rao bao quanh khudn vién nong trai H.
McClellan, dudi vong 1én, san sang chién dau.

<Néu 6ng la nguoi Andalite chinh tryc,> Ax noi, dung lai cach tui
toi chua tdi ba mét, <thi 6ng sé khong lam ton hai dén con Nguoi nay.
Bay gio anh ay da thudc vé phe chung ta - mot chién binh chong lai
Yeerk. Ha guc anh &y 6ng s€ la ké phan boi.>

Gafinilan quang mat cudng ra nhin Ax. Mat chinh cta 6ng van
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chia vao t6i, vé chan chuwong.
<Mi dam théch ta w, linh nho?> @ng ta mét moi hoi.

<T6i dam day,> Ax khang khai. <Nhitng nguoi trong hoi déu biét
ching t6i dang ¢ day. Chinh hoang t ctia to6i da phai chung toi téi
day noéi chuyén véi ong.>

Gafinilan khong phan tng lai ngay lap tic ma ding nhw troi
trong, c@ nhuw dang wdc luong ting dta tui toi. Nét mat ong ta that
kho doan.

<Ta canh cao mi, hay dung dé khong duoc dén gan,> cudi cung
ong lén tiéng. <Hoang tr ciia mi da lang nhuc ta khi phdt 10 ménh
lénh cua ta va phai dén nhing dwra tré loai nguoi> Tt ton nhung
mang vé bdn cot, ong rut ludi dao dudi ra khoi ¢ t6i. <Nhung ta
mudn noéi chuyén véi 6ng &y, bang khong ta sé chang néi chuyén véi
bat ctt ai.>

T6i 1ui lai. Cam thdy da ¢d minh té té nhon nhot. “Vay thi toi nghi
cugc dau khau dén day la cham duat.”

T6i budc xa khai Gafinilan va tién mot budce vé phia Ax.
<Khong dau!> Ong By cat tiéng.
Cham cham t6i quay dau lai, nhin vao Nguoi Andalite Bu.

Trong thodng chdc, toi nghi minh bat gép nét run run trén guong
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madt to tudng ctia 6ng. Mot cdi rung minh nhe, hodc 1a t6i chi twong
twong ra.

<Khong,> 0ng ta lap lai, giong truyén tram va binh than hon. <Xin
vui long di vao trong nay...>

<Marco? Ax? Tui minh dd & day. Ca & phia trwdc lan phia sau
ngoi nha.>

Jake do. Hét xay.
“R0i,” t6i ndi voi Gafinilan. “Chang ta hay néi chuyén di.”

Gafinilan dan t6i va Ax qua mot cdnh ctra bén hong 18i vao duong
ham ctia nha kinh. Ttr d6 ching t6i di vao ngdi nha chinh qua ctta sau
- chac han 1a cé gan man hinh - va budc vao nha bép lich duyét, theo
dung kiéu dang trén cac tap chi Song Cung Martha Stewart, Nha Dep
hay Tim Hiéu Kién Triic... Me ké toi thuong hay doc mot trong nhirng
to tap chi nay.

<Nha 6ng la mot vi du tha vi, xac thye vé noi sinh sdng cta loai
nguwoi 0 ngoai 0,> Ax trinh trong nhan xét.

<T6i rat cam kich 10i khen ngoi cua anh, Aximili,> Gafinilan dap,
cting trinh trong khong kém. <That khdé ma hoc chi tiét van hoda loai
nguoi. Nhung diéu dé rat quan trong, né gitap t6i va Mertil an minh &
noi vo cung binh thwong. Mac du tdi thtta nhan mai nha nay thap
qua, do6i khi cting khién t6i ling tung. Khong gi bang duwgc sdng ngoai
troi bao la.>
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“Po la nong trai danh cho 6ng,” t6i bao. “Lan sau, 6ng hay tr6 ctra
AN

sO mai 0 tat ca moi phong chi khong phai chi ¢ nha bép.

Gafinilan lam ngo 16i nhan xét cta toi, ti€p tuc dan tui to6i tham
nha bép. Noi nay qua la thanh dia ctia du cac mon do6 gia dung. Nao
la ta lanh khong déng tuyét. Lo vi-ba, bép dién, bép 10 ctia nguoi
Viking May rita chén Bosch. May xay thit KitchenAid. Tét ca déu sach
va sang bong. Di Nora han sé& thdy nhu 6 trén thién duong néu dugc &
day. Oi troi, c6 18 1a t6i da danh qua nhiéu thoi gian dé theo déi cac
chuwong trinh bép nuc trén kénh Thuc phim roi.

“Ui, nha bép thé mdi la nha bép chit, Gafinilan,” t6i tram tro.
“Nhung coi bd né hdng bao gid duoc st dung. Chang cé cai chén dia
ban trong bon, chang cé chao ndi treo trén twong hay gié nhung xa
bong trén ké. Doi nao ai lai tin la hai nguoi cac 6ng song o day.”

Gafinilan hu('mg mat chinh vao toi. <“Hai nguoi cac 6ng” khong
song & day,> ong ta chinh lai. <It ra la theo nhut con Nguoi nhin nhan
can nha nay thudc quyen so hitu ctia Henry McCellan. Ong ta trt ngu
¢ day mot minh, song lang 1&. Phan 16n thoi gian & van phong cta
minh tai treong dai hoc. Ché’mg cd ban be, 6ng ta thudc tip ma loai
nguwoi goi la “nguoi cd doc.”>

O, nhu vay la mot cau hoi séng t6. Gafinilan dan tui toi di qua
ndm ba can phong khéc - phong nao ciing deéu nguyen ven, chua st
dung. Ké cung phai, nhitng tam tham trang, ghé&boc vai lua mau hong
dau c6 hop véi hai anh chang méng gudc 1am lem va khong c6 kha
nang ngoi kia.

bung la Mertil va Gafinilan phai song ¢ noi nao dé khac trong
ngoi nha nay.
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Thit duy nhat khong an ro véi can nha hoan hao nay la may buc
tranh nghé thuat. R0 rang la mua ttt quan tranh ctia anh hoa si ngheo
rét mung toi nao d6 dung bén 1€ xa 10. Ttc la tranh vé trén vai nhung
den, duoc ban trén mot chiéc xe Callilac ci. Cé birc phong canh bién
va ca btk anh hé v6i d6i mat budn so.

Truoc khi toi hoi xem bitc Elvis dang khoc treo ¢ dau thi Gafinilan
dan tuyi toi trd lai nha bép. Trén biic twong d6i dién ctra cé mot ban
phim. N6 bi d6i vai chanh banh ctia Gafinilan che mat khi ong lai hui
bam mat ma. Mot canh ctra ngam bén trai ban phim mé ra.

<Xin moi vao. Day la tu phong cua ching t6i.>

Bang giong truyén riéng cho toi nghe, Ax bao cho Jake biét rang
tui toi dang budc vao can phong bi mat; rang Jake va tui ban phai san
sang xong vao ti€p tng khi nghe bon toi kéu ctru.

Ax budc 1én trude, toi huyt gio. Do 1a mot long mang ti hon kiéu
Andalite.

<Mertil va toi that may man vi da thu lwom lai dwoc nhiéu th
con sét sau vu rét phi co,> Gafinilan giai thich. <Quan trong nhat la
nguodn cung cdp nang lugng va may phat truong luc. Cai sau rat quan
trong va can thiét cho sy song con cta chung toi.>

T6i creoi kho khoc. “Ong khéi can noi toi cling biét.”

Tram mady tinh! Cé gan modt chuc may tinh. M6i man hinh chay
mot chwong trinh khac nhau, nhin so qua chang c6 mdy nao quen
thuoc voi mot tay hacker nhu toi ca.
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C6 ca ndm sdu man hinh ti vi 16n. Mbi cai dang chiéu mot chwong
trinh truyén hinh khac nhau. Tat ca déu la caa dai CNN - tir cac bo
phim Hollywood t6i nhitng chuong trinh thoi su truc tiép.

San nha phu day co ém mugt. Khong cd gh€, nhung ¢ mot cai
ban cao, dai, trén d6 d€ rat nhiéu loai vii khi cam tay.

Btic trong son tém lem di mau sac. Tran nha mau xanh da troi.
Hinh nhu khong con phong nao khac ngoai cadn phong rong rai nay.
Hoac ¢é thé c6 ma chim ngam trong tuong. Khong ching con co
nhting ban diéu khién bi mat khac.

Boi vi tui toi khong thay Mertil dau ca.
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CHUONG 10

<Hoang t&¢ Chinh Chién Gafinilan, t6i mudén hiéu tai sao duong
nhw dng khong quan tam dén viéc gia nhdp doi quan chong Yeerk cua
chiing t6i?> Ax hoi.

T6i day thi moi thir da tién trién tot.

Nhung thay vi nhin dau méng gudc Ax co quét trén san nha day
o, toi lai nhin vé mat ctia Gafinilan - chuyén ttr that than sang binh
than, khong thé doan biét dugc rat tiéu biéu ctia nguwoi Andalite. Tat
ca dién ra chwa day vai giay.

<Kha lam, linh nhé Aximili,> 6ng Gafinilan néi, xu nguodi xudng
cho thu gian hon va it biéu 10 tGc toi hon. <Cé 1€ anh sé thdy cau
chuyén ctia toi chang hay ho gi, nhung ma né la su that va do chinh
toi k€ cho cac anh nghe,> 6ng ndi ti€p. <Cach day khong lau, t6i dwoc
bd nhiém vao lwc lwgng tau Mai Vom tham gia cudc chién chdng
Yeerk, giong nhu anh trai Elfangor dang kinh ctia anh.>

<Vang.>

<Mertil va t6i la nhitng phi cong chién ddu. Chung toi cuing hoc
chung hoc vién, va mdi nguoi déu dat danh tiéng vé thanh tich hoc
tap xuat sac va long diing cam. Tuy nhién, chang ai mién nhiém dwoc
sw khdc liét ctia chién tranh. Trong khi chién d&u véi tau Ludi Riu, tau
Maéi Vom bi pha huy, chién dau co caa t6i bi trang hoa luc, tiéu mat
ddng co chinh. Ngay lap ttc, t6i mat kiém soat va dam vao chién dau
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co da bi thuwong cua Mertil. Canh cua chung to6i khoa vao nhau va
cung bi rét nhao xudng mat dat. Téi chac mam ca hai chang toi chét
roi chit...>

Gafinilan ngtrng lai, r6i sau mot vai phtit cang thang, 6ng ndi tiép.

<Nhung thay vi vay, khong hiéu sao ca hai chung t6i cung song
sot, va trd thanh nhiing thwong binh. Trai qua may thang tron chui
nhti trong ritng, tranh né nhitng con mat to mo, cho dén khi t6i ¢4 thé
thu phuc dwoc mot con Nguoi va do dam di vao thé gidi loai ngwoi.
Anh biét day, t6i chi bi thwong nhe thoi: vai vét bong qua loa va dam
dot xwong suon bi dap. Nhung Mertil thi bi thuwong nghiém trong.
Ngay ltc tinh day, anh dy nhén ra cai dudi cia minh da dut lia. Roi
thi khong con kha nang st dung thuat bién hinh nén anh &y khong
thé phuc hoi lai dwoc hinh hai that caa minh. Bay gio toi khong con la
chién binh phuc vu cho th€ gidi Andalite nita. T6i la nguoi bao vé,
ngudi ban ctia Mertil. DU sao thi...> Gafinilan néi thém, bang giong
truyén rau ri, <phai chi t6i diéu khién dugc chién ddu co cua minh thi
Mertil dau phai chiu kho sé nhu vay.>

<Kinh khung qud,> Ax thi thao, vé thong cam thodng qua trong
giong truyén cta anh. <Mertil bi tudc doat danh hiéu liét si anh hung,
ma phai song cudc doi con lai la mot vecol >

<T6i rat mung la Mertil van con song,> Gafinilan tiép.
“Vay anh ay dau r6i?” Toi héi. “Toi mudn gap anh ay.”
<Khong thé duwgc!> Ax phan doi.

<Pung thé!> Gafinilan noi.
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“O. Vay thi vui long cho t6i hoi tai sao?”

<Khong thé pha vo su tach biét ciia mot vecol,> Ax giai thich. <Su
sOng tach biét la chan gia tri duy nhat anh ta c6.>

“Cha, t6i dau co chi tro hay giéu cot ¢1,” tdi bao. “To6i khong thé
y
chao “Hi!” véi anh &y sao?”

Khong cé tiéng dap tir ca hai nguoi Andalite. Pang ly ra toi nén
ngam miéng lai. Nhung c6 diéu gi d6 khién t6i khong thé khong hai.
Toi gia bo cuoi: “Nguoi Andalite cac anh can phai diéu chinh lai thai
do véi ngroi tan tat thoi...”

<Chung t6i c6 nhitng nguyén tac cua minh,> Ax noi gon.

<Aximili!> Gafinilan goi tha thi€t, d6i dé tai. <Anh c6 vui long
cung toi chia se ré illsipar khong?>

Chuyén la day. Khi Ax & trong 16t ngwoi, anh khong thé ngung an
banh qué. Diéu d6 that dang so! Ai cha, t6i bat gap anh nhin sang 16
nhu khi thdy banh qué nhang lén trén guong mat Andalite v6 cam cua
Ax. Nét biéu cam d6 cd nghia la “Hay mau thét dai t6i bay gio di, néu
khong t6i bugc phai lam 6ng dau day.”

<Cam on,> Ax nha nhdn néi. <T6i da khong an re ilisipar k€ ttr khi
toi roi thé gidi qué nha.>

Gafinilan 10c cOc ra ctra sau, dan tui toi tré lai nha kinh.
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<C)ng la mot chuyén gia lam vuon, Gafinilan,> Ax tam tic khen.

<T6i da nghién ctru thuc vat hoc va ky thuat canh tac tir hoi con
tré. Qua la mot no luc phi thuong nhung cling mang lai nhitng dén
bu. No gitap t0i hoc cach chdm soc va nuoi dudng cac loai cay cua Trai
dat...>

Dau chang biét md té gi vé ki thuat nha kinh, nhung t6i ciing phai
cong nhan la ong Gafinilan cé tay trong trot. Co6 it nhat muoi loai hoa
duoc trong thanh nhiing ludng thang thém. Hoa hong, hoa hué cam,
mau don tim - Gafinilan that ti t& khi gan & mdi loai cdy mot tim bién
dé tén, d€ nhitng nguoi tay mo doc ma biét. Nhiing bui hoa va cum la
xanh mon mén, ¢ ca nhitng than cay ngam trong lo. Trén 106i di
nghiéng ddc c6 rai da Nhat Ban.

<Tdi trong ré ilisipar ttr nhitng hat giong 1dy trong khu virdn nha
toi trén thé gidi qué nha,> Gafinilan giai thich. Ban tay bu khac thuong
cta dng cam nam sau cudng cdy giong nhw ct hanh non, nhung lai c6
mau phon phét hdng. <N6 1a loai cay dé trong va moc t6t & day.>

T6i hdo hitc dom hai nguoi Andalite dit vai nhanh ré xudng dat
roi bat dau an theo ki€u Andalite. Dam nat dwdi mong gudc va tham
thau dinh dudng cua né.

That kinh ngac, két qua: hai nguoi Andalite duong nhu quén
phéng di sw c6 mat cta toi. Thé nén, toi d€ mac ho d6 ma ra ngém
nhiing cay c6 xuat x& la do Gafinilan trong. Tan b gitra cac 10i di chat
hep, dat rai rac nhitng tui dat, xéng khum, binh twdi va nhiing cay
xwong rong trong trong chau nho.

“Vuuvuu!”
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Cai g1 vay kia!
Toi gio tay xua xua khong khi. Con ong.
“Vuuvuu!”

Thém mot con ong nita. Khua voi, nhung t0i chi phi thoi gian.
Con ong khong quan tam toi t6i, no chi chu y t6i nhiing ludng hoa
ngot ngao, mau sdc sdc sd trong nha kinh.

Di nhién, Gafinilan nho cdy tui ong d€ thu phan cho cay coi cta
minh.

T6i liéc nhin coi Ax va 6ng cht nha ¢ con say sua véi nghi thirc
illsipar hay khong. Van con...

T6i voi tim trong nha kinh coi ¢6 t6 ong nao khong. Khong he...

Toi kiém tra lai by 6¢ cia minh xem trong do co ti chat kién thire
gi vé loai ong mat nay khong. Chang han nhu, chung cé d6t hay
khong? Hong co gi.

Nhung t6i sé hap thu con ong. Néu ong dén va quay vé to nam
bén ngoai nha kinh khong bi ket truong luc - thi chiing biét 16i ra vao
an toan.

D6 chinh la diéu toi can.
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T6i déng im re, hy vong co thé minh toéa ra mot mui huong ngon
ngot. Va roi...

“Vuuvuu!”
Chup duoc roi! Toi gitt long con ong trong tay, hap thu duoc no.
<Cam on o0ng da dai t6i mén ngon.>

Tiéng Ax! Van nam chdt con ong, t6i liéc qua may lo wom cay va
nhin hai ngroi Andalite vira dn qua vat xong.

<Han hoan dén ti€p anh,> Gafinilan dap, mot mat cudng chia vé
hudng toi.

TOi mim cwoOi.

<Co lé bay gio hoang tir ctia anh sé vui long dén tham t6i cha?>
Gafinilan hoi. <Boi vi anh thay day: toi vo hai. Lam on bao 6ng &y la
toi rat han hanh ti€p dai 6ng &y nhitng ddc san tir thé gidi qué nha.>

<Tbi can phai giai thich...>

“Vang, di nhién,” toi ngat 10i caa Ax. “Chang t6i sé chuyén loi
moi cta Ong.”

Ax nhin lai t0i, hoi ling ting. Toi cuoi toe toét...
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Con ong khi gio chich t6i mot vo!

Ai da! T6i md ban tay va quang con ong xudng dat. Roi toi lai gan
hai ngroi Andalite.

<Tuyét!> Thinh linh Gafinilan noi vdi vé xué xoa ctia ong chu mén
khach. <Aximili, t6i mong cho anh quay lai va dugc gap Hoang tt cta
anh!>
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CHUONG 11

Hoang ttt ctia Ax, tttc thang ban ndi khé ctia ti sé khong ti tham
Gafinilan truedce khi toi tu diéu tra thém nhiéu diéu.

Nhung toi khong noéi cho né biét.

Tui t6i gdp nhau 6 khu thwong xa. Ax, trong 16t nguoi, va toi
thung dung ghé vao céac ctra tiém, cung ngam nhin moi ngwoi di mua
sam.

Jake di lo pho mot minh, dao qua day ctta hang Nike, gia do quan
tam sau sac dén van dé vo hai la thé thao.Tobias di ciing Rachel. Nho
dang ban ron xach gio quan 40 maéi mua tir tiém Téc Hanh va tiém Bé
Bé con Tobias coi bd ltng ting, lup chup, khong hop véi noi nay lam.

Cudi cung la Cassie trong b d6 jeans vira khit.

Rat tinh co, tui toi cung dat dén quay ban d6 an. Ax mudn mua
mot hop banh qué. Jake nghi chai Pepsi la duoc roi. Ai ma biét tai sao
no lai nghi thé.

Khong hen ma gap, tui toi cung dén ngdi xam xit quanh mot ban
trong. Trong khi Ax ban biu an lam 1dm lem mat may, va toi ra bd
chui mai vao cudn truyén tranh 16i tir trong tii quan ra, thi tui toi ké
cho bon kia biét tinh hinh.
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“Thiét tinh, bd da liéu linh hét chd ndi,” Jake [am bam, vé mat va
giong noi tinh bo.

“Ua. Um... nhung ma tui minh da thu thap dwoc diéu can thiét,”
toi cai. “Tui minh da dot nhap va trong va bao dam Gafinilan 1a khau
dai bac x1.”

“Pting vay,” Ax dong y, mic du phai khé nhoc lam anh méi cat
cai cam 1én dé noi. “Tam trang dng ta cé vé khong on dinh. Nhung...
nhung ong dy la moét tay lam vuon tai ba. Va ong ta da tao ra cho
minh mot vo boc Ngwoi vo cung hoan hao.”

“Ua... Ax htng khan gidy vao,” tdi cam ram, liéng cudn truyén
lén ban. “Qua la mdt noi qua hoan hao.”

Rachel chen vao cau chuyén. “Xem ra ong ta da cd gang qua muc
can thiét. K€ ra cting de hiéu. C6 1€ 6ng so.”

“S¢ ai?” Tobias hoi. “S¢ ching ta hay s¢ bon Yeerk?”

Jake ndc can cho nudc ngot cudi cung. “Ong ta mudn gap hoang
tee cia Ax. Ha ha, chtiing ta s€ di tham Gafinilan mot chuyén xem sao.”

Chang phai 1a v hay dau, bo téo. Ht, tui c6 cam giac khong hay
lam vé ong ta. Nhat la trong hoan canh nay. Tui khong rd dong co cta
ong. Theo tui thi ching ta nén doi it lau roi hang téi.”

Jake nhan vai. “Doi cai gi? Doi Visser Ba tom c0 6ng ta ha? Doi
ong khai v6i Visser Ba rang c6 it nhat mot con nguoi trong ‘bang thao
khdu Andalite” ha?”
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“Nhung rti ro lam.” Cassie lén tiéng. “Marco ndi dung day,”
“Tui minh phai can than. D€ minh vao tham thinh truede.”

Jake ding lén. “Minh phai vé nha day. T6i nay me minh ndu mén
minh wa thich nhat. Néu minh vé tré thi me sé thac mac.”

“Minh di cuing véi bo,” Cassie hang hai.

“May b6 ban ké hoach tham Gafinilan di nha, cang nhanh cang
tot,” Jake thém. “Co 1€ 1a t6i mai.”

“Minh cting di day,” Tobias ding lén va van veo canh tay. “Noi
nay chang hop véi minh gi ca. Chu Ax, chti ¢6 vé cung chau khong?”

Ax vb bung. “U, Tobias. Cht tin 1a minh no bon r6i.” Anh ding
lén va vét not miéng banh qué cudi cung trong hop.

Chi con toi va Rachel ¢ lai.

T6i wdn nguc lén va cuoi toe. “Ha cd gi ma bo ¢ lai cung vdi tui
vay, Rachel?”

“A, d& chiing kién bd hanh dong ngé ngan nhu thé nao 1 ma.”
Nho twa lung vao ghé. “Nay Marco, b6 dang toan tinh diéu gi vay?”

To6i gio tay lén troi, to diéu bd dau hang. “O 6 6. R6i sao...?”
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“B06 ludn luon lap di d6, bi€t khong?”
Toi cuoi pha 1én. “Cam on. Tui cting doan vay.”

“Nhung bo ciing 1a dta luén linh cam thdy nhiing trtc trac. Minh
co thé chan ngang nhitng cau dua ndi vd duyén ctia bo, nhung minh
khong thé lam ngo ban nang hoang tuong cta bo.”

“Hi hi, cdm on lan ntta nha,” tdi bao.

Rachel nhiu may. “Minh hiéu rang... nghe nay, Marco, bo sé
khong dé€ Jake gap Gafinilan triede khi dich than bo tro lai d6 xem xét
cht? Bung choi cai nhé, bé dang nung ndu mot k€ hoach nao do6 phai
khong? No6i cho minh biét di.”

Bat giac, toi li€c nhin quanh coi ¢é ai nghe ngéong khong. “Tai sao?
bé'lam gi? D€ bo vé ton hoét voi anh chang nguoi chim va dem nop tui
cho Jake ha?”

“B0 thiét la ngoc.” Rachel than van. “Hay d€ minh di cung véi bo.
B6 can phai ¢6 ai d6 hau thuan chi.”

“Biét ngay ma! Tui biét la bo rat quan tam dén tui...”
Ram!
D¢ 1a khi Rachel da mot cu troi gidng vao dng khuyén cta toi.
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CHUONG 12

Hong c6 thoi gian thtt nghiém thuc té 16t hinh bién ong cho
“nhiém vu” sép tdi, vi vay toi vao Internet, hy vong sé kham pha
nhtting kha nang va nhwoc diém ctia ong. Nhitng thong tin cé thé gitup
toi lwong truedce sé gap diéu gi khi tri ndo ong méat noi bat 1én.

Va thé 1a tdi phat hién ra nhitng diéu khién 16 chan 16ng toi ndi
gai ca lén, rang: ong mat, gidng nhu kién, 1a mot loai con tring sdng
co td chiic xa hoi. Tuy quy mo dan cta loai ong hong 16n nhw kién,
nhung mdi ca thé ong déu c6 nhiém vy, bon phan cd dinh sudt doi - 1a
cong doan nhat dinh cta ca mét quy trinh. Gidng nhw cai may, ca doi
ong tan tuy vi su song con ctua bay, cong hién mot tram nam muwoi
phan tram cho cai to ctua nd...

Gio thi t6i da hiéu tai sao nguoi ta hay ndi “siéng nang, ban biu
nhu ong”.

Cai nay hong lam tdi vui sudng gi. Da ting la kién mot lan, toi da
tieng bi mot mé so teo voi, da trai qua diéu kinh khung nhét trong
cugc doi von toan nhitng diéu ki di ctia minh.

La kién, t6i da khong con la minh. Ca Jake va tui ban clng thé.
Hong hé ¢ y thirc nao vé minh ca. Hau hét moi nguoi khong thé hiéu
khi mat di cai phan y thirc &y n6 sé nhu thé nao dau. N6 ghé gém hon
ban gap ac mong gap mot tram lan ay.

T6i hit mdt hoi that sau réi liéc nhin dong ho deo tay. Oi dao, thoi
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gian troi vun vut khi ta sg.

Tui t6i gép nhau vao sang sém hom sau. Rachel trong 16t dai bang
dau bac con t6i lam 6 bién. Tui t6i cung bay t6i nha Henry McClellan.

<Gio sao?> Rachel hoi toi.
<Pap xudng va trinh sat.>

Chua tdi ba phut sau khi dap, tui t6i da tim thdy mot con ong -
dang bay vé hudng nha kinh. Tuyét! C6 1€ t6i chang can phai kiém to
ctiia no nira

<No6 dang lam gi vay?> Rachel hoi.
<Tui khong biét. Ct quan sat da...>

Cai do chang dé gi. Ong ta ctt lwon ngoan ngoeo, vu xién vu xeo.
Lén r6i xudng. Qua phai, bé nhao xudng roi lai queo qua trai, vat lén.
D6 doc méo xeo, dGi hudng ddt ngdt, roi lai quay vé vi tri ca.

Xong tiét muc nhao 10n cudi cung, né tinh queo, nhe nhang chui
qua mot cai 10 nho ti trén tam kinh.

<Kia kia Marco,> Rachel bao. <L0i vao cho bo d6.>

<Xo0i. Lam sao lot qua duogc cai thung hat nhan dy ma khong bi
nuong thui ha?!>
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<TGt nhat la bo di theo mot con ong khéac,> Rachel chi. <bi ndi
dudi nhau 1. Vay la tui minh can cai to r6i.>

Nho néi dung. Tuan thu hé thong bay dan ctaa ong la co hdi an
toan nhat — va duy nhat - cho t6i vao bén trong.

Tuyi t6i tim ra t6 ong nam kin dao trén mét chac cay ¢ cudi san sau
ctia nong trai H. McClellan.

<Gafinilan dao dau ra tién cho cai co ngoi nay nhi?> T6i ldm bam.
<Cai san rong dén ba hec-ta la it...>

<B06 tung 16-td a?> Rachel dau trén mot canh soi k€ bén cai cay gia
coi, d&@ muc mot phan, hitng mot xa hoi loai ong. <Minh canh chiing
khi b6 hoan hinh, bién hinh va tiép can ngdi nha. Néu c6 bat trac gi &
trong, hay goi minh,> nho canh bao. <bung choi tro anh hung day.>

<Chang nguy hiém dén murc vay dau,> toi lam xam.

T6i dap xudng gdc cay Rachel dang dau, hoan hinh cap ky r6i dén
diing ngay bén dudi t6 ong.

Chang dira nao trong bon t6i ham bién hinh thanh nhiing sinh vat
nho ti teo, nhat la con trung. Néu la kién nira thi cang hai. Ong mat
tuy c6 dau 6c hon kién nhung né cing chi o e, ri ri sudt thoi. Phai
chang nhu vay c6 nghia la ching it bi diéu khién, it kho khao va it
hung bao hon?

Bay gid hodc khong bao gid. Toi thu minh rdng ché ngu ndi kinh
s¢ khi teo rét con nhé nhuw mot vién keo déo hinh gau trong khi 6c¢ ¢
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muong tuong ra hinh anh con ong.

Bién hinh hong tuan theo mot trinh ty hay quy luét nao hét rao.
N6 la mét quy trinh bat dinh, hoan toan hong thé du doan trudc
duoc.

Lan nay, than hinh t6i tro thanh minh ong trudc hét. Marco ttr
dau téi nguc, dén ong, roi lai Marco & phan dudi. L e.

T6i c6 ndi voi cac ban rang ong mat 1a mot loai cé bd xwong ngoai
chua ta? Diéu do6 cd nghia la, ching hong c¢6 xwong ¢ bén trong co thé.
Vay 13, lac nay to6i chac mam minh héng ¢4 xwong sudn hay xuwong
song gl rao...

<Tom qud,> Rachel nhan xét.
T6i quyét dinh hong tra treo voi nho.

Chat ki-tin, d6 1a chat liéu tao nén vo giap cting ngac dé bao vé
rudt gan pheo phdi ong, va gitt cho nd ludn kho rao...

Phit. phit.

Hai cai canh mong 0m nhéach bung ra khéi than. R6i niém mac c6
dong mach — phan trudc rong hon. Téi cai dudi lam banh 1ai cho ong
bay.

Vutvutvut...
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Hang tram, hang ngan soi 16ng toe ra khap co thé tdi.
<U, kha hon roi day,> Rachel ghi nhan.

Phan than trén cta t6i toi ra thém ba cap chan phan d6t ntra. Khi
bién hinh xong, t6i co thé budc di va co thé dung hai chan trudc ria
rau.

R0i rau cling moc ra, cling phan dé6t va c6 long bao phu. D6 la co
quan cam bién cuc nhay, d€ so cham va phat hién mui hwong, noi két
tryee tiép véi nao.

Ghé qua, may s¢i rau bat ngudn ngay ttr hdc so.

O ma, dau nguodi da bién thanh dau ong hinh tam giac. Miéng
nguwoi dot nhién bi bit 1ai, cdm dinh vao nguc.

Phut!

Céi miéng doc tde ra. Mot voi huat. Cai lwdi dai lom xom 16ng gitup
ong udng nudc. Cai cang ¢ hai bén dau giong nhu cai kim, dung dé
hut phan hoa va tan cong, gianh xé ké thu.

Oi t6i mir. Mt nguoi khong con nira. Ro6i... Bup bup bup bup!

Nhin thdy lai r6i. Hang ngan man hinh tivi cho thdy hang ngan
thé gidi. Tat ca noi két tao thanh birc tranh ghép khong 16.

Ong khong phan biét duoc mau sac nhw ngureoi. Cai t6 chim mau
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doé toi thay trude khi bién hinh khong con la mau dé ntta. Nhung troi
a, toi co thé thdy sy chuyén dong! Nhiang hinh thu khong rd rét dang
chap chon, 1at phat - d6 la hoa rung rinh trén cudng, hay mot con
budém dang vo6 canh rap ron.

Bop! Bop! Bop!

Thém ba con mat nita nhé hon nd ra trén mat ghép cua t6i. Ching
chang phan biét dugc cai gi, du tinh hay dong. Nhung hinh nhw
ching do tim anh sang.

Va dén cai bung. Hén gi dau, t6i la con ong cai - khong phai vi toi
c6 cai bung thon, ma vi t6i c6 milii chich - ngodi ddt - nam & cudi bung.
N6 giong nhuv mai tiém dwdi da, nhung dau kim dwoc boc gai dé€ ¢
thé cham sau vao da cua nan nhan, va né tiét ta chat doc chit khong
phun vitamin tam bo.

Co vil khi cang hay, nhung dirng s dung day, Marco, tri ndo nguoi
nhan nht t6i. Néu chich thi ngoi dot sé dinh lai trong nguoi ké thu,
roi toi sé mat tw do, va sé chét nhu con ong bi t6i hdp thu (sau khi
chich t6i mét cu than sau).

Nhung khi bién hinh xong, t6i chang nghi gi dén “nguyén nhan
va két qua”- dot la chét - &y nra. Ngay lac d6, toi chi biét moi mot
diéu quan trong: Lam viéc va lam viéc cho céi to, cho ong chua caa
minh.

Cai to! Toi can phai vé lai to!
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CHUONG 13

T6i bay vat khoi mat dat.

<Marco! Binh tinh lai coi!> Mot loat nhitng am thanh ong 6ng,
chang cd nghia gi d6i voi mot con ong vang lén trong dau t6i. <Khong
nén vao to!>

T6i dau 1én khéi ¢6 nhiéu 16 nam trén than cay chét. Gip ngay anh
ban ong linh gac - mot nguoi tho giong toi - chan lai. Téi khong cd
mui ké thu. Thé€ 1a anh ban ong lién bay tron médy vong, ngd ngoay ba
cap cang, rap rénh d6i canh roi yéu cau toi di im ngudn thuc pham
moi cho bay.

Tat ca vi td! Toi sé di va thu hoach...
<Marco! B6 dang lam gi thé?>
Cai... gi. Oc t6i ltc lac tré vé vi tri. Minh dang lam gi thé?

Bo anh ban cling t& d6 lai, tdi phéng 1én chd chu dai bang dau
bac-Rachel dang dau.

<B6 sao vay?> Nho can nhan. <bung la mét chit ong mat ngu
ngoc!>
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<Xin 16i. Nhung tui hong dam néi 1 ong ngu dau a nha. Phai la c4
nhan riéng lé madi so sanh xem sang da hay toi da chd!?>

<Minh cling nghi thé,> Rachel thira nhan.

<Thoi, du sao thi cling khong dén noi té nhw kién. B biét kién
ludn dinh tit vao dan nhw thé€ nao roi ddy. Ong ciing ttra twa vay
nhung hong sau dam bang. Ct nhu minh thudc vé mot ndng treong
16n 1. TAt ca déu cAdm cui gieo trong, thu hoach mau mang cho thé hé
sau va cung phung ong chua.>

<O 6, Marco yéu quy, bo c6 con kiém soat dugc khong day?>

<Nay, ¢c6 mot cdp ong bay ra khoi t6. Co 1€ tui minh nén di theo
chung va hy vong thu dugc két qua.>

<Ua.>

To6i phong voi theo cap ong. Mot con phdng ra khoi nong trai. Mot
con nham vé phia nha kinh. D& cai la n6 di theo duong thang.

Dziiiiiiii!

Hong phai ong. Ma 1a mét con bo!

Phut! N6 d4p ngay triede mat toi! Téi thang con ong toi di theo.

Cai quai gi vay? Dau nhin qua hang ngan man hinh, tdi cing thay
ga bo nay bu hon minh nhiéu. Cé 1é 1a gap do6i. Chan day xwong va
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gai, mti n6 nhw cay kim bet.
<Marco! Can than!> Rachel la.

Quadi vat con trung dam trung con ong. Manh dé so. N6 quap bo
chan xut xi quanh nan nhan, nhot vao “nha ti”. Ong ta ban biu chong
lai nhung hong an thua. Va r6i, tén cudp choc mii kim, sau d6 tha ra
mdt xac ong héo rui va khd queo - chac 1a sie séng da bj hit hét.

That kinh hoang! Thu pham khoan khoai bay di mat...
<Marco! N6 quay lai tom bo do!>

Dziiiiiiii!

<N6 & sau bo ching ba tic, minh ¢d bat nhung...>
<Aaaaaal>

T6i cam thdy mot cai cang nhadm thoc vao bung minh.
Khong khong khong!

Cang thit hai xién tdi tir phia bén kia.

T6i la mon qua vat cho loai con trung xdu xi nay. Mat bao lau dé
hut hét sy song ra khoi con ong? To6i cam thay voi hut - cay kim nhon
hoat — cham vao lung minh.
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Phut!

Mot lan gio thoi toc toi 1én, roi quang toi rét xuong dat.
T6i roi, nhung chua chét.

C6 nhuc nhich d6i canh, nhung cai lung toi bi ghi chat lai.
Huych!

T6i chai nhti xudng dat. Choang vang nhung con song.
<Marco!> Rachel kéu. <B6 khong sao ch&?>

<Tui con song. Nhung chang “khong sao”. Co cai gi d6 van bam
vao tui.>

<O, b6 6n r6i,> nho thd phao. <Minh da bat va xé n6 ra lam hai.
Xin 16i da lam bd té.>

<B6 duoc luong tht. Lam on dua tui ra khéi day di.>
DPai bang dau bac tan cong bo ¢ san sau nong trai? That ki khoi!

Mong vudt dai bang dau bac-Rachel tém lay toi (va nhiing gi con
lai ctia tén sat nhan), bay vao bui cay sau t6 ong. Tui t6i, [an lwot ting
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dira hoan hinh r6i lai bién hinh. Chuan bi “bay keo khac”.

Lan nay, Rachel cha y canh ching bon khong tac cé canh cho toi.
Sau khoang chung muoi phut, vai cha ong bay vé hudng nha kinh
cta Gafinilan. Toi di theo.

<Pa thdy truong luc,> toi goi to.
<Coi chttng, Marco.>

Phai noi la toi thira bi€t minh c6 thé bi sé'y kho trong treong luc.
Néu 1a mat nguoi sé khong bao gio thay cai Vong ay dau. That khong
thé tin dwoc. Lic nay t6i da biét thé nao 1a “mau tim trong mat ong”:
10 pha tron manh mé gitra mau Vang va tia cuc tim.

Té qua! Xuyén qua nd la moét duong ham cong vun 1én, ddi voi
ong thi kha rong. Duong ham tép dan vé cudi, dan téi mot cai 10 trén
tam kinh phia sau nha kinh.

<Tui sap vao roi,> toi thong bao cho Rachel.
<Um Marco. Coi chitng phia triede. Gafinilan vita vao nha kinh.>

Qua tré. Danh lidu thdi. Tai truot vao theo con ong, hai hung tién
t6i gan Gafinilan. Ong dang cham cht don ca hai mat chinh vao mot
tam bang dé tén cay.

Thinh linh, 6ng dao mat cudng vé phia tui t6i. Ghi nhan dién mao
cua ong, roi lai oat mat cudng tré vé cong viéc cua minh.
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<Tui On r6i, Rachel,> t6i néi. <Pang tién thang vao nha.>

Trong chuyén tham dau tién, t6i nh¢ la Gafinilan hong déng cta
sau thong nha bép véi nha kinh. Hong biét [an nay thi sao.

0, may phudc do la thoi quen caa ong ta. Toi vu qua khung ctra
mao.

Bay qua titng phong trong nha. Phong khach lich duyét. Phong
ngt khong dung t6i. Nha bép sach bong.

To6i c6 gang sit dung d6i mat va cdp rau cua ong d€ thu luom
thong tin.

T6i ngti thady mui hoa, cé va dat trong duoc mang tir nha kinh
vao trong nha ¢. Mui s6-c6-la, nho kho va banh quy Gafinilan cat
trong nhing hti thay tinh hiéu Mason. C6 mui nong nac tda ra tr
phong tam. Oi! bu loai xa bong thom ¢ trong - Clean, TopJob va ca
Comet.

Khép nha, phong nao cting phang phat mui dac trung, nhung
hong deé chiu lam, caa Gafinilan. Nhung tuyét nhién, c6 mot th ma
to1 hong nhin thay, ngi thay hay cam thay.

<C¢ gi trong d6 khong?> Rachel hoi.

<Tui sé chi noi v6i bo thir hong cd ¢ trong nha thoi nha,> t6i dap.
<Tht nay hong ¢ day lau lam r6i. P6 1la Mertil >
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CHUONG 14

“Minh khong hiéu. Mertil dau?” Jake hoi, nhung chi sau khi
ngung xia x4i toi vé chuyén 1on xon chui vao nha Gafinilan mdt minh,
sau khi thoi lwom nguyt Rachel, va sau khi thira nhan chi tiét mot
nguodi Andalite vang mat 1a rat ¢ gid tri. Ca bon dang o trong khu
chu6ng thu nha Cassie. Sy viéc coi b rdi rdm hon roi. “Liéu anh ta c6
tirng ton tai? Liéu nguoi Andalite trong video c6 la gia?”

<Hoang ttt Jake, t6i xac nhan cé Mertil-Iscar-Elmand ¢ hoc vién
quan sy, va ¢cé mot phi cdng tén nhu thé da dat dwoc rat nhiéu chién
tich vinh dg.> Ax ding lai, tw lg. <Di nhién, t6i khong biét anh ta
khong con kha nang bién hinh. T6i hiéu rr?mg hoc vién khong thu nhan
vecol >

“U,” t6i cham chich. “B6 bu6n vi vi anh hung cia minh da hda ra
la ngwoi tan tat. Thiét té qua...”

“Dé chuyén d6 ban sau,” Jake gat. “Ching ta phai lam gi véi
Gafinilan day?”

Rachel ngbi thu lu trong déng rom. “Ong khong mudn, hoic chua
mudn lam ton hai chiing ta, nhung ciing khong c6 y giup dd. Ong
nhat dinh doi yén than va mudn gap anh Jake. That kho hiéu.”

<Hay la 0ng khong biét minh mu6n gi...>
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<C6 chit, Tobias. Ong ta biét qua di chit,> Ax phan khich. <Ré&
illsipar. Tai sao t0i lai khong nhan ra ttr triedc nhi?>

T6i lac dau. “Nhan ra cai gi co?”

<Gafinilan moi t6i an reé illsipar,> Ax giai thich. <No la loai cay
khong doc tinh, la mén dn giong nhu loai ngwoi uéng ca phé hay tra
vao moi budi sang vay.>

“Um, nhung...”

<R@ illsipar con ¢ cdng dung lam thude. Néu dt‘mg sO luong 16n,
no s€ lam diu con dau do bénh Soola gay ra. Beénh nay do ton thuong
gen, khién bénh nhan dau dén cac khop xuong, co bap, va nhumg dau
ngon tay. Trong vai truong hop, nd c6 thé gay mu. N6 tan cong vao
nhting bo phan quan trong ctia sw song.>

“Duogc 16i,” Jake bao. “Nhung minh van khong hiéu cin bénh nay
thi c6 lién quan gi dén chung ta?”

“Minh Cung hong hiéu,” Rachel btrc boi... Néu Gafinilan bi bénh
nay thi sao Ong khong te chira tri bang cach bién hinh. O khoan
khoan! Oi, minh hiéu r6i. ADN cta 6ng van con mang mam bénh. Y
nhu Ong bi ket cting vay.”

Ax ha thap dau. <Chinh xac. Cach chia tri duy nhat la hdp thuy,
bién thanh m{t Andalite khac, mdt nguoi khdong cd gen bi bénh. Noi
tom lai, nan nhan ctua bénh Soola phai bd co thé bénh tat cua minh di,
va budc phai tro thanh nothlit.>
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Tobias nhin Ax tran tréi bang doi mat diéu hau dir ton. <Nghe ¢6
ly day.>

<Khong. Trong xa hoi Andalite, chon cach tr¢d thanh nothlit trong
tinh huoéng nay, hay vi muc dich nay, 1a bi coi nhw hanh dong hen ha,
phi dao dttc va dang khinh.>

“Néu Gafinilan bi bénh, tai sao chiing ta khong thay ddu hiéu dau
ddén & Ong ta? Va néu ong ta c6 y dinh hap thu mot Andalite khac,”
Cassie suy luan, “thi tai sao 6ng ta khong hap thu Ax?”

Ax ndi cham rai. <Gafinilan l1a nguoi treong thanh, véi than hinh
trang kién ctia mot chién binh. Ong ta khong muén phai mat cong
thich nghi véi mot co thé€ con tré. S€ phai mat nhiéu nam cho cho co
thé ay lon lén, phat trién hét muc. Ngoai ra, t6i khong bao gio cho
phép hanh dong nhu thé dién ra. Con Gafinilan khong biéu 16 dau
hiéu dau ddn la vi: chién binh Andalite dwoc hudn luyén cach che dau
sy suy yéu vé thé xac va tinh than,> Ax ngung lai. <Nhung khi con
dau dén giai doan cudi cung thi that khé ma khong pho bay ra.>

“Vi vay, bo nghi Gafinilan... van hy vong hap thu co thé Andalite
cta Visser Ba cht gi?” Toi ngung. “Htt, viéc do khong phai la qua
kho.”

“Khong. Minh nghi 6ng ta mu6n minh,” Jake bat chot noéi. “Hoac
mudn ngwroi ma ong ta twdng — mot hoang tir khoe manh.”

“Nhung Ax bao trd thanh nothlit la mot hanh vi hen nhat,” Cassie
chi ra. “B6 nghi Gafinilan hen nhat ha? Minh khong nghi vay. Can ct
theo cach Ong bat chdp cach suy nghi cua xa hoi Andalite ma quan
tam cham soéc cho Mertil...”
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“Tuyét 14m, Cassie,” toi thot 1én. “Bo hong tinh t6i kha nang nho
nhat 1a 6ng néi xao sao? Ong lai con che gidu mot bi mat 16n thiét 16n
nita chd. Do tin twong cua tui noi 6ng bang dung khoang cach ma tui
c6 thé nam ngang nguodi dng ma liéng — theo tui nghi, ¢ 1& nd ¢
chtng 0.3 1i.”

“Minh tan thanh,” Rachel thém. “Gafinilan dang toan tinh diéu
xau. Néu ong da c¢6 da tam muodn tim co thé Andalite, thi ai ma biét
ong sé lam gi khi... néu nhu... biét Jake la nguwoi.”

“Thi lam diéu nhu Ong da lam véi Mertil,” t6i lam bam. “Tui nghi
chwa hin ong theo dudi muc dich lam Mertil hanh phuc, ma nguoc lai
la dang khac. C6 khi chinh &ng quay phim Mertil r6i tung ra d€ du
moi nguoi chu y tdi sy hién dién cua ngwroi Andalite ¢ trén Trai dat.
Va khi Mertil thyc hién xong phéan viéc cua minh, Gafinilan gat bd
anh ta di. Mot nguoi Andalite bién mat mot cach bi hiém.”

“Hung bao qud, Marco.” Cassie bai xich.

<Co thé la su that,> Ax nghiém trang. <N¢6 lam t6i dau long khi
nhan ra hanh vi d6i bai thé nay lai xay ra @ mot nguwoi Andalite...>

<Long trung thanh,> Tobias néi ling 1&. <T4t ca 1a & chd d6.>

“Ax?” Cassie goi, hoi c6 vé phan khoi. “Thé con hop bién hinh thi
sao? Thiét bi Escafil ay? Chung ta c6 thé s dung né duwoc khong?
Trao cho 6ng ta kha nang bién hinh?”

“Thé co gi khac voi viéc d€ ong chét?” Rachel hoi lanh tanh.
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Ax lwong lu. <Xem ra Mertil bi di Gting hay bi xao tron co thé, nén
khong con kha nang chap nhan ky thuat bién hinh. Trong truong hop
doé, cé gi tot dep khi ép budc no 1én anh ta cha?>

Jake dot ngdt ding lén. “Nghe nay, chung ta khong thé phanh
phui su that néu nhu ¢t mai ngo6i day suy doan. Mertil song hay chét?
Gafinilan la ngwoi t6t hay ngwoi xau? Chi co6 mot cach dé€ biét la di tdi
chd 6ng ta. Hy vong chung ta sé 1a nhitng nguoi t6i d6 trudc tién.”
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CHUONG 15

Vay 1a ca bon ra di. To6i chia sé nhitng kinh nghiém bién hinh ong
cho Tobias, Rachel, Cassie va Ax; canh bao tui n6 phai ndm con ong
that chat khi hdp thu; bao trudc vé nan “khong tac”, bon con trung
quy quai cO x0 vao toi - mot con ong bém mép.

K& hoach la nam dta bon téi sé lén vao nong trai Henry
McClellan, thu phuc mot con ong va bay qua vong treong lwc, vao
trong nha kinh ctia Gafinilan.

Cu thé, Jake sé t6i rung chudng ctra truede. Toi 1én bay theo Jake
va Gafinilan vao nha. Bon kia sé 4n binh bat dong, phong khi... néu c6
truc trac thi xdng vao yém tro.

Réc rdi c6 thé dén tir Gafinilan hodc tit bon Yeerk. Trudc khi Jake
di vao 10i xe chay, tui toi can bao dam ngoi nha khong bi giam sat.

Ngoai chuyén dé Jake vao néi chuyén véi Ong By, ké hoach ctia
tui toi van chua dinh hinh — phan 16n phu thudc vao phan tng cua
Gafinilan.

Khi ching t6i ¢ trong 16t bién hinh va an toan trong nha kinh, toi
ra hiéu cho Jake biét moi thir da on.

Lat sau, cau ay nhan chudng ctra trudc.
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<Chtc chung ta may man di cac bo,> t6i ndi

Gafinilan dat binh tudi nwdc xuéng va di vao nha qua ctra sau.
T6i theo Ong ta, c6 khong bam qua gan kéo ong ta nghi ngo ma dap
toi chét.

Vao dén phong khach, Gafinilan bién hinh thanh Henry
McClellan roi budc ra ctra trudc, mo khoa xich ra.

“Anh héi ai?” 6ng ¢d y nup sau canh ctra, chi chira mat ra.
“Ong 1a Gafinilan?” Jake ha th&p giong.

“Khong phai. Tén t6i la Henry McClenllan.” Gafinilan dom dong
cura lai.

“Toi biét,” Jake ndi nhanh. “D¢ la tén loai nguoi ctia ong. Aximili
bao cho toi biét vay. Toi la Jake.”

Canh ctra tir tit khép lai. Gafinilan thdo day xich, m¢ ctta ra va
budc lui xudng.

“Xin moi vao,” ong noi.
Jake vao. Gafinilan khda ctra lai dang sau.

“Anh 1a hoang ttr ctia Aximili?”
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“Dung vay,” Jake thtra nhan.

L6t hinh bién Nguoi cua Gafinilan hoi gian ra. Toi biét thé nho
giong noi cua Ong.

“Toi rat sung sudng vi anh da nhan 10i moi ctua t6i,” Gafinilan
lich thiép. “T6t hon ching ta ndi chuyén 6 trong phong sé thoai mai
hon. Vui long di theo t6i.”

Gatinilan dan Jake qua nha bép béng loang va vao tu phong cta
minh. Ong lich sy diing qua bén de€ Jake vao trudc.

“Ong rat tix t&,” Jake cam kich.

Nguoi Andalite di vao va bam cho canh ctra dong lai, khong biét
la t6i da lot vao. Vay la ba chung t6i da cach biét khoéi bon ban dang
cho trong nha kinh.

“Nhu t6i da néi véi Aximili tré tudi, Mertil va t6i may man con
song sau vu rét chién dau co. Xin vui long cho t6i biét liéu cé thé thu
h6i duoc nhiéu tir tau Mai Vom khong, hay la dai duong Trai dat da
huy hoai hét ca r6i?”

Ua. Ax da bao véi Gafinilan rang anh la nguoi duy nhat séng sot
ma, ngoai Gafinilan va Mertil ra. Vay Gafinilan mudn ngu y gi?

Jake nhin Henry McClellan hong chat nao ning. “Tau Mai Vom
da bi hay hoai hoan toan r6i,” cau ay hong thira nhan.
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“Dting, dung.” Mat Henry dao quanh phong, réi nhin lai Jake.
“Jake. C4i tén hay day. C6 phai d6 la cach goi tat nhuw kiéu Ax cho
Aximili khong?”

“Do la cach moi nguwoi goi toi.”
Jake chang tiét 10 cho ong ta cai gi ca.

Gafinilan noi to, vé rong luong gia doi. “A ciing giong nhu toi
77

vay.
Ong budc vo gitta ddm co va hoan hinh.
<Tai sao anh khong hoan hinh?> Ong hoi khi hoan hinh xong.

Jake mim cwoi. “T6i thich ndi chuyén véi 6ng trong hinh dang nay
hon.”

<Nhung anh si nhuc mot nguoi Andalite khi khong pho bay hinh
hai that cia minh,> Gafinilan ron rang, mat 6ng ta cueoi cuoi theo kiéu
Andalite.

“Hinh hai that ctaa t6i khong lién quan gi ¢ day.”

<Hoang t&r Jake,> giong Gafinilan gc:?m manh va duom vé de doa.
<T6i tha thiét mong anh hay hoan hinh khoi cai 16t 16 bich nay.>

“Sau khi 0ng ta giai thich 6ng that sw muon gi 6 toi da,” Jake phan
cOng.
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<Pbu r6i!> Gafinilan budc mot bude vé phia Jake, ludi dao dudi
huo lén cong vong.

Bong ong run lao dao, chang vi li do gi, rén ri va nham ca bon mat
lai. RO rang, ong dau dén dit doi. Ax noi dung, bénh Scoola hay cai gi
dé rat nghiém trong dang tién trién.

Jake lao vé trudce, dinh giup do6.

<Khong!> T6i can. <Cho da! D€ 6ng ta néi xem ong can gi.>
Jake ngting lai, cho...

“Gatinilan...”

Nguodi Andalite Bu mé cip mat chinh ra va 1ay lai vé diém tinh.
<Khéng,> dng noi, giong thap han. <Khoéng néi thém gi nita.>

Ong ta quay mat khoi Jake, bwdc cham rai vé ban dé vii khi, chup
khau mdy Cat va quay qua, chia thang vao Jake.

<Nao gio anh phai lam theo t6i.>
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CHUONG 16
<Rac r6i r6i,> t6i hét goi bon ban. <Tui minh can tiép vién. Vao
day. Mau!>

<Sao nao, Hoang t&r Jake?> Gafinilan hdi. <Néu anh nghi i sé
mui long khi thay anh trong dién mao mot dira tré loai nguoi thi anh
lam to.>

Jake van ding im re. “Ngd nh& toi 1a dita tré con that thi sao?”
Cau dy diém nhién nhw thé may Cat khong cach mat minh vai tac.

<Lui lai, Jake,> toi thét.

Pudi Gafinilan giat giat. <Anh lam t6i chan ngdy céi tro nay roi
dé! So v6i mot chién binh Andalite thi anh chang thong minh chut
nao.>

“Hroooaaaaarrr!”

Ttr hudng nha kinh cé tiéng gau xam rong inh tai. Ti€p dén la
tiéng soi ry, roi tiéng rit caa loai chim san moi.

Gafinilna giat nay minh khi nghe thay nhing am thanh &y.

Va r6i mot tiéng BUM kinh khung vang 1én, khi Rachel bang
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xuyén qua twong nhu trai bong chay bay qua ctra s6, nhung gay thiét
hai ndng né hon nhiéu.

Cassie, Ax va Tobias theo sau tic thi.

“T6i xin 10i da lam 6ng chéan, Gafinilan,” Jake ndi tram tinh.
“Nhung chung t6i cing mét moi vi s¢ up up mo md cua O6ng. Néu
Ong thay tién thi bay gio la thoi diém d€ vén birc man bi mat.”

<Bon chién binh chong lai mot ha?> Gafinilan gam lén.

“Nam néu toi bién hinh,” t6i cat tiéng khi hoan hinh dang sau ban
vl khi. Xong, toi quanh lai nhin vao mat 6ng chd nha. “Va sau néu
Jake bién hinh.”

“Nhung chiang t6i dén day khong phai d€ danh nhau, Gafinilan.”
Jake bao. “Ma chi d€ thu thap thong tin.”

Hai mat cudng Gafinilan khua dién cuéng trong vong vai giay, 10
vé sting so. <Tat ca cac anh... la “bang thao khau Andalite” ma Visser
Ba rat so. Tét ca - ngoai Aximili - déu la con Nguoi?>

“Duang thé,” Jake xac nhan, liéc nhanh Tobias. “Tt nhiéu thi thé.
Chung t6i duoc Hoang t Elfangor két nap vao doéi quan chong
Yeerk.”

<Ong thdy day,> Ax thang thing. <Khéng c6 nguoi Andalite
tredng thanh nao cho 6ng hap thu hau vuot qua can bénh Soola dau.>
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<Céi gi!> Gafinilan gao 1én, chia may Cat vao Ax. <Sao mi ddm
buodng 10i budc tdi trang tron nhu vay! Ta 1a chién binh. Khong thoi
dai nao trong dai thién ha ta lai cho phép minh di lam cdi viéc ti tién
va hen ha do.>

Im ling. Ban tay Gafinilan bat dau run run, ha thap may Cat
xuong.

Tobias ndi. <Nghe nay, trén thé gidi Andalite, viéc kiém cach chita
tri cho minh bang moi gia bi coi la vo6 dao dtrc va hoen 6 danh du ca
nhan. Nhung ¢ Trai dat thi khong dau.>

<Cau ay noi dang,> Cassie tiép. <Chung t6i khong phan xét va x&
t01 nguoi tim ki€m stc khoe bang con duwong bat hop phap. Chung
toi...>

Gafinilan lai nang mdy Cat 1én. <May nguoi khong hiéu gi cal>
Ong gao vang. <Khong ai hiéu hét.>

“Vay thi tai sao 6ng khong chiu giai thich?” Jake dé nghi.

Lai mot quang im lang. Bat gidc, toi trom nghi Gafinilan co thé sé
lam diéu gi d6 tuyét vong. Cang thang hién ra trong titng phan co
bap, 6ng rung minh nhw vira ra mot quyét dinh. Thé r6i, su cang
thang dugc thay thé bang su kiét stec.

Ong ta ha may Céit xudng. <Ptng 1a toi bi bénh Soola. Nhung
nhirng gi toi lam khong phai vi minh, ma vi Mertil.>

<R0 rang la Mertil khong con kha nang bién hinh,> Ax néi. <T6i
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khong hiéu.>

Nu cuoi giéu cot hién lén trong méit chinh cua Gafinilan. <Hiéu
lam tai hai. Toi nghi khong ly g1 phai gidu giém cac anh sy that nxa. ..
Mot ngroi to mo nao d6 da quay 1én Mertil khi anh &y dang an. Visser
Ba da xem cudn bang — trén ti vi hay ¢ dau d¢, to6i khong biét chinh
xéac. Nhung nhiéu d6 1a du réi. Bon Yeerk bat duoc Mertil. Chi sau d6
téen Visser md&i phat hién ra Mertil la mot vecol.> Giong Gafinilan rit
lai. <D1i nhién, bon Yeerk Chéing dwoc 1oi g1 tir mOt ngwoi tan tat, nhat
la nguoi d6 lai khong c6 kha nang bién hinh.>

“Cho nén han tong tién?” Toi doan.

<Pung thé. Visser Ba sit dung Mertil d€ khién toi phai ra mat. Toi
da dé nghi dai toi 1y Mertil - du sao thi ciing 13i tai t6i ma anh &y bi
con Nguoi nhin thdy. Phai chi t6i bao vé anh ay can than hon. Nhung
vi doan tredc duwoc viée do, nén Mertil da bao cho Visser Ba biét vé
tinh trang bénh cua tdi.> Gafinilan cudi gan. <Han ciing chang xo mui
dugc gi & mot nguoi Andalite chi con song vai thang nira.>

<T6i d6 rang diéu ay cd thé khién 6ng cam thay duoc an ui phan
nao,> Cassie binh luan.

Gafinilan xoay mat cudng vé phia nho. <Tat ca chung toi déu
mudn minh httu dung> 6ng ta nhan manh.

“Visser Ba van mudn cai gi d6 ¢ 6ng.” Jake nhan dinh.

<0, dung thé. Han ranh ma va doc ac lam. Han dé nghi t6i mang
vé mot ngroi Andalite manh khode, c¢6 kha nang bién hinh thi sé tha
Mertil >
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<Va ong tin 161 han?> Rachel hoi,

<Ch t6i con lua chon khac? Tin va hanh dong hay la ng6i cho tin
Mertil bi giét? Khi tinh co cham tran Aximili tré tuoi, toi khong ngan
ngai gai bay...>

Ax ngat ngang. <Ong sdn sang phan boi, dang mot nguoi
Andalite cho bon Yeerk dé€ do6i ldy cudc sdng cta ban 6ng, cudc song
cuamot vecol sao?>

<Véi t6i,> Gafinilna tuyén bd. <D6 khong phai la hanh vi phan
boi. P 1a chuyén ca nhan. La tinh ban.>

http://tieulun.hopto.org



CHUONG 17

“T6i ludn di. Hay ctru Mertil va da dit bon Yeerk.”
Han ban thtra biét ai ndi cau do roi.

Sau khi tat ca hoan hinh, Jake gidi thiéu ca bon cho Gafinilan, kem
loi giai thich cdn ké truong hop Tobias. Liéc nhanh bon t6i, cau ay dé
nghi cung hop lyc d€ ciru Mertil.

<Viéc gi cac anh phai dan sau vao chuyén nay,> Gafinilan gay gat
noi. <Mertil la trach nhiém cua t6i.>

Toi 13¢c dau. Du chwa hoan toan tin vao cau chuyén chua duoc
kiém ching cua Gafinilan, nhung t6i cing thay rd mdc 6ng ta lo liéu
mot minh la 18 bich, 1a m6i hiém hea tiém tang cho tui toi. Biéu toi
phat biéu i ha? Cho c6 dé ong Bw nay thodt khéi tim nhin ciia ching ta.
“Ong sé lam gi?” tdi chat van. “Tu minh duwong dau véi Visser Ba va
ddi quan Hork-Bajir chuyén gieo rac kinh hoang a?”

“Khong phai 1a ha thap 6ng dau, Gafinilan a,” Jake thém. “Nhung
diéu kién strc khoe khong cho phép ong chién dau mot minh. Cho du
ong khong bénh ndng cling vay thoi.”

“Ngoai ra,” Cassie nhé nhe. “Ong va Mertil xudng Trai dat la vi
muc dich bao vé loai ngroi chung tdi ma. Ong coi day, so vdi viéc ctu
Mertil thi viéc nao cé y nghia hon?”
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Tobias nay gio van im lang. Chang cé gi la, dao nay rat khoé doan
biét dugc tam trang ctia nd. Nhung t6i ddm chac la cu cau dang theo
do6i ndi dung cude doi thoai va sé tham gia ké hoach ctia nhom.

Ax w? Anh ciing hdng mo 10i thuyét phuc Gafinilan chap nhan sy
giup do cua tui toi. Nhung t6i kha chac rang anh chang mang gi dén
kéhoach va sé diing ngoai vu nay.

<Nhung...> Gafinilan luong ly. <T6i khong chap nhan tré em
tham gia vao tran chién cua minh. Nhu vay la khong quan t.>

Rachel tron xoe d6i mat.

“Dung coi thuong thé, Gafinilan,” Jake chinh. “Chung t6i sé di
voi ong. That ra thi ong di cung chiing t6i mdi dang. Nao, gio thi ong
muon choi theo luat cta ching t6i hay ng6i ngoai ria day.”

Hong hiéu Gafinilan ¢6 ndi sung vi sw ép budc cua Jake khong,
ong hong d€ 10 ra, nhung sy kiét stec va tuyét vong da khién ong phai
chdp nhan.

<Mertil bi thuyén chuyén sudt dém ngay,> ong noi sau mot hoi
im lang. <Anh ay khong bao gio ¢ mot noi lau hon mot tiéng. Va
khong bao gio & mot noi hai lan.>

“Tai sao chung khong git anh ay ¢ trong viing Yeerk?” Rachel
thac mac. “O d6 c6 nhiéu I6ng cii trong va dung cu tra tan lam ma.”

<Tdi nghi Visser Ba lo so bi dot kich,> Gafinilan tra 16i. <Han
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khong tin t6i chu tat cu¢c mac ca, ma nghi ngo toi gia nhap luc lwong
du kich da khién han hao tam ton stic bdy nay. Y nhu toi dang lam
day.>

“Vay thi, Mertil 0 trén mot phuong tién chuyén cho,” Cassie suy
luan. “Xe tai, xe ngwa hay xe gi do. Lam sao tim ra n6 day? Trinh sat
trén khong...”

Ax cat 1oi. <Chung ta khong thé liéu mang vi mot vecol >

“O, chién htru,” t6i i xi. “Tui khong ngo bo lai cau né chuyén tan
tat nay, bdi vi bo la thanh vién cia nhom ma. Nhung néu bo xét nét
anh chang d6 nhu vay thi bé khong thu¢c nhom tui minh roi.”

<T6i khong bao gio gia bd la con Ngwoi> Ax tuyén bo.

Rachel nat. “Bb that la qua quat, Marco. Minh c6 phai nhac lai 1oi
b6 khi néi vé Hewlett Aldershot, anh chang bi hon mé va séng doi
thye vat... khong... gwom da... chinh xac la sdng doi cua mot cu ca-
rot khong day?”

“Hong an nhap gi hét troi,” toi cai. “Tui ndi chuyén tiéu lam ch
co y xi va gi dau.”

“Hanh dong thi t6t hon 1a ndi suéng do,” Cassie nhe nhang phat
biéu.

“Cam on bo. Co thé hong phai luc nao tui cing noéi dung, nhung
hau nhu [an nao tui cing lam, hay it ra thi ciing c6 gang lam diéu
ding dan. Muc dich cua tui,” toi croi ty man réi ndi ndt cau bo do,
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“la tot ma.”

<Pay chang phai 1a vé Marco,> Tobias ru1 ri. <Ma la vé Mertil.
Mertil 1a shorm cua Gafinilan. Cht Ax, cha khong hiéu...>

“Du Ax c6 hiéu hay khong,” Jake xen ngang, “chung ta cting lam,
hiéu chua? Tot! Gafinilan, 6ng c6 lién lac duoc véi Mertil khong?”

Trong khi tui toi chi choe, Gafinilan van im ldng. C6 1é ong da
mét mai vi phai bao vé vi thé cia minh.

<Mertil va t6i la ban chi cot tir thuo nho,> cudi cung ong ndi. <Trir
phi ¢ hai hanh tinh khdc nhau, con dau chiang t6i ludn nghe dwoc
giong truyén ctia nhau. Tuy khong han rd ting 10i, nhung am thanh
giong ndi ctia Mertil ludn di cling t6i. N6 gitip toi biét anh 4y van con
song.>

“Vay thi sao?” Rachel non néng. “Bién hinh chim, ra soat ting
phan thanh phd cho dén khi lai du gan d€ 6ng co thé nghe thay tiéng
Mertil? Hy vong c6 thé thoang thay Mertil bén mot ctra s6 nao do.”
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CHUONG 18

T6i hiéu ting li ting ti. Cé 1€ t6i hiéu hon tui ban sy lanh lung,
khong n€ tinh c6 nghia la gi — c6 thé thay su két thac trong khoi dau;
va su khéi dau trong keét thuc.

Toi khong chdi cai 1a khong ai thay thé duoc Jake trong viéc dua
ra quyét dinh gai géc, va moi ngay né déu phai lya chon gitra hai diéu
gan nhu khong thé. Cho nén c¢6 khi n6 khong thay duoc vé tho nham
ctia khoanh khac khting hoang, ma chi nhin sy thé & mttc 50-50.

Con t6i hiéu ngay lap tic - 6 mic d0 ban nang — tinh thé nguy
nan ca bon sé€ gap... d€ song va dé€ chon ldy nhiing diéu ky cuc... dé
thay “anh sang cudi duwong ham”. D€ chdp nhan bi coi la lanh lung,
nhan tam. D& biét rang moi nguoi rat so gan giii voi dira nhu toi.

Tré tréu vay day. Bat chap sy hdm hinh, duyén déang, t6i van
chang dwoc nhiéu nguoi wa thich. Nguyén do thi nhiéu lam. Liéu rang
ban sé ra sao néu nhu ban budc phai quyét dinh xem c6 nén ctru vot
cudc doi, hay dung hon la nhitng th con sét lai thudc vé me caa ban,
hay la c&@ d€ Visser Mot, tén Yeerk cu ngu trong dau ba song sot? Mot
suy tinh day rui ro. T6i van khong biét duwoc cai quyét dinh gay dau
don vo cing ay sé mang lai hdu qua hay két qua gi, nhung t6i da co
lan c6 co hoi lam viéc d6, da tiing cd co hoi d€ ra quyét dinh.

Thé nén, & mot mirc dd nao do, td6i gan nhu thau hiéu tat ca
nhiing gi ma Gafinilan da va dang suy nghi. T6i hiéu ly do vi sao ma
Ong ta lai quyét dinh lam bat ¢t viéc gi, du biét viéc ay 1a bat kha, chi
cOt d€ cttu dugc tinh mang ban minh, cho du quyét dinh dé c¢6 nghia
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la hi sinh chinh ban than 6ng, 1a phai trao m¢t nguoi Andalite khac -
mot dong bao cta Ong - cho bon Yeerk.

D6 1a mot quyét dinh khd 1a tan nhan. Va t6i cling kha chac rang,
néu phai quyét dinh lai lan nita, 6ng ta van sé lam nhuw vay.

T6i thay vO cuing ngudng mo Ong ta.

<Jake,> t0i ndi bang giong truyén riéng. <B6 can nhan thttc rang
tui minh dang gap nguy. Sé ray ra to néu cai ong nay gio tro phan
boi...>

<Marco, tui minh dang lam r6i.>

<Ua. Nhung hay lam rd nha. T4t ca nhitng gi Gafinilan néi la 8ng
san sang phan bdi ching ta. Cai gi thay d6i nao? Chang qua ong
khong thé thuc hién phan thoa thuan cta minh véi Visser Ba — khong
thé dem nop mot nguoi Andalite trudng thanh. Vay thi, ong sé dem
nap con nguoi trong “bang thao khdu Andalite” dé doi ldy Mertil
vay.>

<Ong ta da dong y hop tac, chit khong phai chong lai ching ta.>

<Bo6 tin thé chit gi. Con tui thi tin diéu ngwoc lai. C thé tui minh
moi lvong hét moi dieu.>

<bung. Ctt hay vay di.>

Gafinilan dang ¢ trong 16t cti vira méi duoc thu phuc. Toi ciing la

http://tieulun.hopto.org



ct. Cassie 1a 6 bién. Jake la chim ung peregrine, Rachel la dai bang
dau bac va Ax la diéu mudp. Tobias di nhién van la chinh minh.

Pa ntra gio troi qua, ching t6i bay dan trai vé phia nam thanh
pho, do tim dau vét Mertil. Dén lac nay van chua thay dong tinh gi...

<Mertil ndi anh ay ¢ dau d6 gan nghia dia.> Giong truyén cta
Gafinilan dot ngot vang lén hén ho.

<Ky that,> Rachel la. <Khu nay dau c6 nghia dia. Minh biét ma.>
<Mot nha kho gi do...>

<Mertil bao khi tui linh Hork- Bajir m¢ ctra nha tu hién giam anh
ay ra, anh ay thay nhing phuong tién chuyén chd hinh chr nhat,
giong nhitng cai hop, va giong nhu chiéc xe dang cho anh ay, dugc
lam tir kim loai nhung d ri sét. Mertil chac chan chting da bi vt di.>

<Hiéu ro6i,> t6i ndi. <P la san ga cii. Cach day khoang mot dam.>

Bai d€ xe ltra cli, mot ga xép khong con hoat dong ke tir khi ba
ngoai toi con nho xiu. Bay gio no tro thanh lanh dia cho bon bui doi
du con lam nhitng chuyén bay ba, toan san ngap ngua rac ruoi va do
XU ue.

Mot bai trong xap xi mot héc-ta chat day linh kién xe ltra bén
dwdi tui toi — tat ca déu op ep, réu ra. Chzfmg thé thay gi 0 noi diu hiu
nhu thé nay, ngay ca véi do6i mat ct tuyét diéu. Khong mot dau chan
kha nghi in trén dat; ciing chang ¢ mot tim 16ng xanh da troi mang
vao thanh toa muc nat.
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Noi nay that yén ang. Qud yén ang.

T6i lwon vong xudng, hy vong tim ra dau hiéu Mertil dang bi
giam gitt & day. Mot [an nita, chang c6 gi. Hang tram toa cho hang kin
mit, dai chtmng muwoi tam mét. Lac dac c6 toa danh cho nhan vién hay
toa tran. Vai toa chd stic vat nam nghiéng nga bén mot hay hai dau
tau.

<Chang c6 gi ca,> toi ngan ngam. <Rdc, ri sét, chudt va nhitng toa
xe rong.>

<Gafinilan, 6ng van nghe thay Mertil day cht? Jake hoi. <Ong c6
chac la anh &y & day khong?>

<Chac chtt. Anh &y dang o rat gan.>

<Pugc. Moi nguoi, chuan bi dap. Bién hinh chién dau va xong
lén.>

<Tui hay Jake,> toi hoi bang quo, <dtta nao s€ chi huy cdi trai vo
nay?>

<La bo,> Cassie dap lién.
Varoi...
<Huwdng ba gio, moi ngwoi chu y!> Toi hét.
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Canh ctra cia mot toa xe xich mo... nha ra hang t4 Hork-Bajir.
Thém mot toa nita! Va thém luén mot ta Hork- Bajir.

bung roi. Coé bién cd gi d6 dang dien ra ¢ day.
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CHUONG 19

Dém xudng rat nhanh. Hinh thu cia dong xe ray an hién cang
khién cho man dém up chup xudng mang san ga ctt xi thém hoang
vang, ron téc gdy. Hén gi Mertil bao day la nghia dia. Chang thdy
béng dang nhitng tho bao tri hay thg bé ghi. Ciing chang cé nhiing
hanh khach ham hé dén hay budn ba ra di. Cling hong thdy cac gia
dinh cau c6 cho doi ngwoi than.

Nhitng khoang sang 16 mo do cac ngon dén ngoai xa 16 hat vao,
la noi tap két caa tui Hork-Bajir. Lon nhon nhiing khoi den khong 16
dang 1é budc.

Chuing t6i dap xudng néc mot toa khach & dau dang dong. Tir
day tui toi cd thé quan sat bon Yeerk ma khong bi phat hién. Chung
dang len 16i qua mé tran nhitng xac tau ri sét, r6i chum nhum lai
thanh dam ngay gitta san. Sau d6 chung bu quanh mot chiéc xe tai U-
Haul dai bon mét ruvdi, loai chuyén cho thué.

<Minh nghi Mertil & trong chiéc U-Haul d6 d6. Tui né lai sap stra
chuyén anh ay di day,> toi bao.

<bung vay,> Gafinilan thtra nhan. <Mertil cling tin nhu vay. Anh
ay nghe tui linh ban tan vé tram ké ti€p, nhung khong ro chi tiét.>

<Tobias?> Jake goi. <C& ¢ trén cao. Khi dap xudng dat tui minh
can b6 dan téi khoang trong do. Tét ca, bién hinh chién ddu. Hong de
danh thao Mertil dau.>
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<Th€ con Gafinilan?> Ax hoi vé kém nén. <Véi tat ca long ngudng
md, ong khong duoc khoé dé...>

<T6i sé chién dau. Néu hoang t&r ctia anh cho phép.>

<T6t!> Jake bao. <Nhung néu 6ng cam thay minh khong kham noi
thi hady nam thap xudng. T&i nay tdi khdng mudn phai giai cttu hai
nguoi Andalite dau. Ax? Hay 6 gan bén Gafinilan d€ tro giap.> Jake
ngung. <Hoac phong treong hop ong ta quyét dinh d6i phe.>

Gafinilan chang phan ting gi véi 1i tuyén bd ctia Jake. Co thé do
ong la mot chién binh gidi, hi€u rang Jake la hoang t&; hodc do ong
dang toan tinh gi do.

Chuing t6i hoan hinh trén mai toa. Téi 1a khi dot véi nhitng nam
dam c& cay cot. Jake 1a cop véi nanh vuot sdc nhon. Cassie 1a soi dai
stec. Rachel dung 16t voi, ly twong d€ tong nhitng btrc twong kim loai.
Va Ax va Gafinilan van & dang Andalite.

Thinh linh...

<Céc ban di di> mot giong truyén la hoac. Y&u va budn ba. Roi
rac duit quang. Giong chan chwong ciia nguroi bi giam git.

Mertil!

X0i, ai ma chang muon di. Téi dau c6 ngu dai dén d¢ khoai
chitng kién canh bon dira nhoc, mot con chim va hai nguoi la danh lai
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may chuc linh Hork-Bajir tinh nhué.

Tbi liéc nhin Gafinilan. Ong dang tim chit & truc banh xe ri cta
toa nhan vién, thé kho khe.

<Gafinilan?> T6i ndi. <Noi v&i Mertil vai phut nita ching ta sé gdp
nhau.>

<Tobias,> Jake kéu. <Tui minh da san sang. Duong nao quang
que?>

Trén bau troi den ngom, Tobias — hwdng dan vién toan niang ctia
chiing t6i — thong bdo. <Co mot toa mau do dang trudc. Hay queo qua
bén trai n6. Khi nao minh bao hiéu thi ti€p tuc di qua toa ké tiép.>

Chung toi dia thi budc di 1énh khénh, da thi phong nudc kiéu
vé phia truedc, loang ngoang qua nhiing khdi sat thép bo phé. Tobias
chi duong cho ca bon téi mot khoang trong rong khoang vai chuc mét.
Duéi anh sang tir dong lra nho xiu tui Hork-Bajir vira nhen lén,
chung t6i thady minh bi ap dao kinh khiang vé so luong.

<Cha cha, Jake, c6 khi nao su chénh léch luc luwgng nay sé khién
tui minh that bai khong ha?> T6i lam bd vui vé hoi.

<C6 chg,> Jake dap. <Nhung tui minh c6 yéu td bat ngo.>
“Andalite!”
<D0 can ba.>

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Khong phai do Tobias kém coi, ma do trén ndc toa bat chot c6
mot tén Hork-Bajir — hadn 1t 1t chia gwom vao chiing toi.

<Chac la né leo 1én tir huwdng kia!> Tobias kéu ca. <Troi t6i qual>

Coi hu vang. Nhitng ménh lénh danh thép. Nhitng tiéng guwom
Hork-Bajir khua cham vao kim loai.

The€ la tiéu yéu to bat ngo.
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CHUONG 20

“ Aaaaahhhh!”

Ga Hork-Bajir nhay phdc khoi ndc toa.

<Rachel! Ban ctia bo d6.>

Ga x0ng vao gitra bay “ngwoi” ching toi, girom choi ra.
Raap!

No vira ti€p dat lién bi cai dudi t6 chang ctia Gafinilan quat mot

cu.
<Han bat tinh r6i,> 6ng bao. <Tbi tin n6 sé nam rat lau.>

<Moi nguoi,> Jake thét. <Chung ta khong thé dang day cho bon
khac ap tdi. C¢ nuong vao bdéng t6i. Di chuyén vé trudc, quanh
khoang trong.>

<Qua tré, troi oi,> Tobias la um. <Chung phdi ca mot don vi
Hork-Bajir t6i. Chung sé dudi kip may bo trong mot phut niva.>

<Puwoc roi. K& hoach méi. Cho cho ching lai gan,> Jake quat. <Sau
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d6 chién dau.>
<Thé con dot sau thi sao?> Cassie hét.
<Ct danh tudt. Chung ta can lai gan khoang trong.>
<Va gan Mertil,> Gafinilan néi lang lé.
<Can than'>

Muoi tén Hork-Bajir don lén trude. Gio ma muodn tron clng
khong kip. Mot tén x0 vao toi. Né! Toi dong ca hai nam ddm vao bung
no.

Am!
NO té 10n nhao.
“Rroooooooaaaaar!”

Jake xOng 1én, tdc dd nhanh chua ting thdy. Sdn da, khdi cop
vung Sibéri gan bon tram ky dam ludn hai tén Yeerk nita xudng dat.

Phap! Phap!

Ax day! Ké vai sat canh bén canh Gafinilan, nhin anh diing manh
hon bao gio hét.
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Tiéng soi tru rén!
<Cassie, bo Oon ch?>

<Ua.> Cassie hich khoi mot tén Hork-Bajir do. <Hin dinh tém
minh nhung minh da téom han trude.>

“Tseeeer!”

Tobias! Mot tén Hork-Bajir ra 1én, 6m ciing 18y dong do lom tirng
la mat minh. Rachel quan voi quanh mot tén Hork-Bajir va... Huych.
Quang no vao béong dém. Dé ot!

Thém ntra! Thém nam, mwoi chién binh Yeerk sum xudng.
<Toa ra!> Jake ra lénh. <D€ chung tuwong dang bi bao vay.>
<Sao ma lac quan qua vay,> toi nhan xét.

T6i né qua trai. Lan vao bong tdi. Lat sau, toi ludn ra sau mot tén
Hork-Bajir va vat han xudng dat.

<Aaaahhh!>

Chua kip ding thang 1én, t6i lién bi thang khac lui mot nhét
gurom cui cho vao vai.

Phap! Gafinilan ttng ctru!
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<Cam on,> t0i ndi, giat manh lwdi guwom cha tén Hork-Bajir gio da
tan phé.

<Khong c6 chi, Marco,> Gafinilan dap. <Nhung t6i khuyén anh
nén canh chiing cai lung minh can than hon.>

“To6i htra.”
T6i thé la néu ong cd miéng thi 6ng da cuoi toe toét roi.
Vét chém tét bét nhung t6i guong chiu duoc.

<Marco!> Rachel thét. <Gitip minh chut di. Minh khong thé xoay
lai & cho nay.>

Toi 1éch théch chay lai cho nho. Chfmg hiéu sao ma nho lai chui
vao dugc khe ho gitta hai toa thé nay. Thui ga Hork-Bajir bén hong
nho xong tbi lang nd ra sau, vao toa nhan vién.

<Lui lai, Rachel. Tui canh chtng...>
<btng noi vay,> nho nat.

Nhung toi da vot di, cuén phang tui Hork-Bajir bén phai bén trai.
Vét thuong trén vai va dau toi chay mau, so dung xuwong. Dat troi dot
nhién toi sam lai.
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T6i loang choang, 1ui khoi bon Hork-Bajir dang ua tdi, don toi
vao mot goc ket chang c6 16i ra. Pén ltic nay tdi td hoa nhan ra minh
da lac Jake va bon ban, du van nghe tiéng tui né gam gtt, ra rit trong
tran dia kinh hoang.

Duoc roi, dau oc toi quay cudng, minh da tw vao dwoc, thi bdy gio
minh ciing sé tw ra duwgc.

Vén dé la ¢ cho bang cach nao.
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CHUONG 21

<Ta la King Kong.>

Toi hét vang, dap ndm dam khi dot vao nguc — biéu duwong vé
nam tinh gia tao.

Ay vay ma ciing ¢6 tac dung. Tdi c6 duge mdt tich tic dé lach
minh qua ctra toa d€ md, roi dong sam ngay sau lung. T6i khé nhoc
1€t qua san tau do day, day vét chudt chay va lao xao manh guong vo,
lao ao qua ctra d6i dién.

Hit mot hoi...

O, té ra lai d8i mit véi mot bay Hork-Bajir dong khong biét bao
nhiéu ma ké. Hra hen mot cudc tan sat day.

Toi tya vao thanh toa, ditng im re. Hy vong b 16ng va lan da khi
dot xam xit sé che gidu t6i, d€ chung chi thdy mot bong den trong
dém.

H6i nho, ban thwong choi tro nhim tit mit lai va nghi: boi vi
minh khong nhin thdy cho nén chang ai thdy minh hét. Ht, cai tro ay
lam sao ma bip dugc doan quan than 1an cao hai mét hai, c6 stng va
gurom tua tua dang vay quanh ban.
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Thi luc Hork-Bajir khong xuat sac trong dém t6i, nhung chung
nghe kha sdi. Nghe tiéng tim dap bung bung va tiéng hoi thd néng
hoi, phi pho noi 160 mi, chung biét t6i 6 day.

T6i da s&n sang x6ng ra. Nhung r0i. ..

Co6 gi d6 khién toi liéc sang phai, qua cai vai toac hoac ciia minh.
A, mot thanh giong cua cai thang bat chét vao thanh toa. Tuyét. Toi sé
tom lay né lam diém twa, du lén d€ ti€p thém luc cho nhing ca da.

Trt phi... cdi thang nay dan téi noi nao dé.

Hai tén Hork-Bajir x6 téi! To6i chup 1dy c6 chung, cung vao nhau.
Sung tén nay choc vao da thit tén kia va dinh tit luon.

Tiép theo, hai tén nira vung lén, vap phai xac dong bon ben
chung lai. Nhanh nhuw cat, tdi leo tot lén bac thang, thay ké cai vai dau
muon chét.

Thoat cai, toi da o trén ndc toa. Hét xay! Tt chd nay tdi cd thé
trong thdy ro6 khoang trong. Dong ltra da tat ngom. Chiéc xe U-Haul
van dau im Iim.

Nhung né dang chuan bi khoi hanh.
<E, may bo!> Toi hét. <Xe tai sép di r6i.>

Chung t6i con xa khoang trong qua, khoé long chdn kip... Ma nay!
Néu tién vé 16i di chinh, khong chirng tui toi sé chdn dwoc trudce khi
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no phong ra duong cai.
<Tui ra cong chinh day!> tdi goi. <Ai ra duoc thi gap tui & do!>
<Cong chinh & x6 xinh nao?> Rachel cdm can.

Hoi hay gém. T6i quét quanh san ga ca ky, cha y nhitng khoi den
It It Suy nghi — cai chd c6 nhiéu toa xe dang dau nay chac han phai
gan buc san ga, noi hanh khach 1én xudng. That thuan tién! Nhu vay
la 161 ra-vao sé ¢ sat day thoi.

<Hay,> toi la to. <Ctt tim dwong bén trdi. Chac chan ¢ dang sau
san ga.>

<P€ minh di theo anh den trudc xe,> Tobias gao.

<Ax & lai cung Gafinilan,> Jake ho. <Ong &y c6 vé dudi 1am réi...>
Di bang duong bo 1a hay nhat.

Bich bich bich bich...

T6i chay phom phom qua dau kia néc toa. Noc k€ tiép & bén trai
cach khoang ba mét. Qua xa dé€ nhay.

T6i nhin quanh. Thoi duoc, khong di duwong bo thi di kiéu khac
vay. C& chuyén qua cac noc toa sé dua to6i lai gan khu san ga ct. Mot
con duong nhw lam xiéc, ky di tua tran d6 bat quai - con duong kim
loai, udn éo qua bién chién trueong. Néu khong bi tén Hork-Bajir nao
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ngang duong, toi cd thé tdi noi trude khi chiéc U-Haul roi san...
Bich bich bich bich...

Gan hon ntta. Hét noc nay téi ndc kia. Tién lén trudce, roi tirng
chut mot, nhich qua trai vé phia buc ga.

<Marco!> Tobias kéu am. <Chi mot phut nita 1a bé cham chiéc xe.
Mau lén!>

<Marco, minh dang 6 dudi dat, ngay dang sau bo,> Rachel béo tin.

<Bo tw lo 14y di, Marco!> Jake gam. <Cassie va minh bi ket r6i. Tui
minh...>

Giong truyén cua Jake truot mat.

Mot ludng sang. R6i hai ludng, tron va nho. Hay, chi€c xe dang ré
ré chuyén dong vdi chi mot béng den trwde soi duong. Toi ép sat
xudng noc xe ltra, bo lan ra mép, chudn bi nhay qua ndc xe tai.

<Nghe minh ho la nhay nha, ban hién,> Tobias chi dan.
<U>
<Nhay!>

Tam than khi dot 6 dé cta toi phi xudng néc xe U-Haul.
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RAam!

Dép xudng tdm sat khum khum khién trong lwong t6i tuot qua
bén... Khong sao! Xe mdi chi di véi van téc hai mwoi dam mot gio
thoi ma...

<Tén tai x€ da nghe tiéng,> Tobias thong bao.

Coi kia, toi da tao ra mot vét mop t6 bd trén ndc xe. Qua la mot
cugc dot kich tha vi. Téi bo tir khoang chita hang téi ndc budng lai,
nhin vao bén trong chd tén 1ai xe Muon xac — Nguoi, thdy mat han cat
khong con hot mau.

T6i phé ctra xe, nhoai nguoi vo. Qua cham! Han dap thang. Chiéc
xe dirng phat lai... Nhung t6i thi khong!
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CHUONG 22

T6i bay trén khong muoi hai mét.

vatt! Toi dap xudng dat va lan thém nam sau mét nira. Cudi cung
t6i ding lai. Chang hay hém gi. Thu that véi cc ban l1a dau thau troi
ludn, nhung toi van con song. Cam on cac vi sao, boi vi hop so khi dot
la chiéc nén bao hiém tuyét voi.

Sreeeeeee!
Ga tai x€ tang ga. Phen nay han can qua khi dot 1a cai chac!

Gan, gan hon nira!l Mang ludi xe lu du tién tdi. Mui cao su chay
khét let. T6i 1ao dao c6 ding lén. Roi thi...

Kcrac!

Mot toa xe ltra vo vun ngay trude mii chiéc xe dang lao vun vut.
Xe diumng tic khac. Phia trén dong d6 nat kéu leo xeo &y, toi thay
Rachel rong lén chién thang.

<Ngon lanh 14m, Rachel > t6i khic khe budc t6i ddng gach vun.
<Mang Mertil ra mau.>

<Han hoan chao mung b6 mot [an nita dwoc toan mang,> nho
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Curoi.

Buong lai xe tai bep dam. Hai banh truedc vang tudt lén san mot
toa tran — loai toa khong c6 mui hay thanh gi rao.

Ctra danh cho tai x€ m¢ tung. Toi chang biét vi sao ma han con
song sau cu dung kinh hon dé. Oi dao, du sao thi han ciing ¢6 Yeerk ¢
trong dau ma.

<Mertil!> t6i goi, di lom khom quanh xe tai. Ltiic nay troi t6i thui
t61 mu vi den trudc xe da nat tan roi. <Anh 6n cha!>

<To6i day.>
Ba chay. Lai thém mot Nha Triét Hoc nita...
<Bung cai nay ra ne,> Rachel hoi. <Mau lén khong binh xang no.>

Ban tay khi dot by chang ctia t6i nam quanh chot cira dang sau
va giat. Chang xi nhé. Co nguc va canh tay cang hét ca ra. Giat thém
cai nita. Van chang nham nho. Gio thi vai t6i mudn béc hoa roi.

<Pé& minh thtr cdi voi ctia minh coi,> Rachel chen vao.
<Thoi di,> toi quau.

<Marco! Rachel!>
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La Jake. N6 10i ra khéi bong t8i, mau me bé bét. Oi, dang gi, toi
nhiéu [an con thdy né té hon kia. Cassie, Ax va Gafinilan dang ¢ bén
noé. Tat ca déu mang ddu tich caa tran quan thao toi boi.

Gidy sau, Tobias im lang x0 tdi néc toa gan do.
<Tui t6i dang rang dwa Mertil ra,> Rachel giai thich.
Gafinilan budc lén truedc. <Liéu anh...?>

<T6i khoe, Gafinilan,> Mertil tra 10i. <Du van con ¢ trong cai hop
nay.>

<bé€ t6i md chiéc xe nay ra,> Gafinilan qua quyét, doan tién tdi
nhin vao ctta sau.

Claanng!

T6i giat minh danh thét Bo ong ta khong kim cho tiéng dong nhé
b6t duoc sao! Ludi dao dudi nhuw céi riu cua Gafinilan duc vao cwra
thép. Ong binh sap chét nhung van con khoe nhu vam.

Skkkkeeeuuuullll!

Con sdi Cassie bat ru 1én khi ludi dao dudi rach ctra thép xudng,
tao nén mot am thanh choi dc.

<Qua hop,> Rachel thi thao.
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Khi mot 16 hong hinh 6 van hinh thanh, Gafinilan 1ui lai.
Ram! Ram! Ram!

Mertil tung ctra xOng ra.
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CHUONG 23

Vay la chiing t6i da cttu dwege Mertil. Ong ban chi than ctia anh &y
phai di mot quang duong dai khung khi€p maéi tdi duoc khic nay.

Déng ra Mertil phai vui vé mitng r& lam, nhung nhin coi by anh
ta chang co nét gi la nhw vay.

Chung t6i dang & trong ring. Vay an toan hon 1a ludn quan cho
may toa xe rach, cho tui tan quan Hork-Bajir tim téi...

<T6i rat ngac nhién,> Mertil cat giong déu déu, <rang cac ban lai
sdn sang hy sinh vi t6i. Mot ngwoi nhu toi bay gio.>

Mertil rii cai dudi cho né ép sat vao co thé, tia hd anh xdu hd 1am
vay. Mot tinh thé that lung tang.

<Chung t6i khong biét y anh 1a gi,> Cassie ttr ton hoi.

<D¢€ t6i giai thich thé€ nay,> Ax ké ca. <Anh &y ngac nhién vi
chung ta, nhing chién binh lanh lan, manh khée lai liéu mang vi mot
vecol don thuan,> Ax ngirng lai, roi quay mot mat cudng qua t6i, anh
thém. <Hay vi mot nguwoi ma Marco thuong goi la “thiéu nang” >

<X0i, chiing ta dep bo dé tai nay di dwoc khong?> Rachel nhdm
nhang. <Mertil bi thwong khong phai 16i ctia anh dy. Hoac anh bi di
tng gi d6 cing vay thdi. Gi chi, t6i c6 thé ké ra ca day tén nhiing
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nguoi khoe nhu voi nhung chi lam hao ton oxy ma thoi.>
<O 0, hay qua ta,> toi quau quo.
Mertil va Gafinilan van im I3ng.

<Ax,> Jake bao. <B6 coi Gafinilan la vi anh hung ctia nén van héa
Andalite cht?>

Ax gat dau — mot trong nhiing ctt chi wa thich nhat anh hoc duogc
ttr loai ngwoi.

<Chi tinh riéng chuyén ong vuot qua tinh trang bénh tat cua

minh cling da khién 6ng tré thanh anh hung roi. B6 c6 nghi vay
khong?>

<Hoang tt Jake, t6i nghi: ly do Gafinilan c6 thé bé qua sy tan tat
ctia ban minh 1a vi 6ng nhin qua con mat cua tinh ban. DPay 1a mot
hanh vi ngoai 16. Thong thuong trong xa hoi Andalite, to vé wu 4i mot
vecol 1a khong tw nhién.>

<Thé tinh ban la khong tu nhién a?> Rachel quédc lai. <N bat binh
thuong sao?>

<Chrt cdi gi 1a “binh thwong”?> Cassie choi cht.
<Chuan muyec. Tiéu chuan. Su quan binh.> T6i dap.

Tobias quéc mat. <Ng, toi 1a mdt ca thé phttc tap. T6i la mot
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nothlit, mot tén 1ap di hay gi gi ciing duoc. Ban than nhat caa toi la
ngwoi la co bd 1ong mau xanh da troi. Ban gai cua toi la con nguoi khi
co6 ay khong bién hinh. Thé chang ta con dé cap dén chuyén ‘binh
thueong’, ‘quan binh” hay la “t¢ nhién’ ntta khong?>

Im phéng phac. Tai biét ngay tiép theo sé 1a gi.

<Mertil-Iscar-Elmand,> Ax ndi, vé kinh trong. <R&t vinh du duoc
gdp anh. T6i luén nhé dén anh nhw anh ting thé hién...>

O, do6 1a mot khoi dau mai.

<Chung ta nén ra khoi day,> Jake bao. <Gafinilan, ching t6i sé
giup ong va Mertil tro vé.>

<Cam on.>

Thém mot lan nta, t6i thoang thdy vé run rdy trén nét mat
Gafinilan. Lan nay t€ hon. T¢i chot nhé lai Gafinilan da khong chic tbi
la nguoi vao dém gdp nhau dau tién; roi cai cach ong di sat vao mdy
bang ghi tén cac loai cay trong nha kinh...Troi dat, ong sap stta mu
1Ol

Khi con run qua, Gafinilan ti€p. <Cac ban rat ti t€. Thoi gian cua
toi khong con nhiéu nita. T6i muon trai qua nhitng ngay cudi doi bén
canh nguwoi ban yéu quy cua minh.>

Mertil, khong con mac cam minh la chién binh v6 dung nira, ding
thang 1én. <Vi Gafinilan da chdm soc t6i, cho nén bay gio toi sé cham
soc anh dy. D6 1a bon phan cua t6i.>
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<Visser Ba sé khong d€ cac ong yén than dau,> Jake chi ra.

<Han thira biét 1a chang st dung gi dwoc hai ching toi dau,>
Gafinilan ndi.

<Ong 4y noi dung ddy, Jake,> tdi tan thanh. <Néu Visser Ba ¢
truy dudi ai thi nguoi d6 phai la chiing ta, nhiing ké can mii han.>

<O gioi qua, Marco,> Cassie néi lanh bang. <B6 ludn biét lam
nguoi nhitng phut cao trao.>

<Cam on,> toi dap.
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CHUONG 24

Ban c6 biét mét tro choi xwa mang tén “Téi La Ai Vio Lic Nay”
khong? D6 la can ¢t vao cach mo ta d€ doan nghé nghiép cta ai do.
Chang han bac si, luat su, thg lam banh... sé d¢i ma gi, mdc 4o quan
ra sao.

Vi vay, néu ban chi c6 mot canh tay, di lai trén xe lan hay bi mu
thi ban dwoc liét vao hang nguoi tan tat. Mac du ban c6 thé la mét nha
tho, mot hoc gia, mot tén toi d6 hay mot vi thanh, nhung noi bat 1én
trong dau 6¢c moi nguoi thi ban la ngwoi tan tat cai da.

Ban chang thé nao chuyén ddi dwoc nép nghi &y. Vi du nhi me
toi — vat chu cua Visser Mot, tén Yeerk khoi mao cudc chién ¢ Trai dat.
Tat ca moi ngwoi, k€ ca ba t6i, déu nghi 1a ba da chét. Nhung cé thé ba
da chét roi hodc chua chét. Cé thé ba sé dugc ctru s6ng ma cing cé thé
khong.

Toi chi gap ba Ian cudi cung trong dwong ham day Taxxon &
ving Yeerk chinh, tai phién toa xtr Visser Mot caa Hoi Bong Thap
Tam Tru.

Thuong thi t6i gia bg 1a minh khong muodn biét vé me. Nhung
néu co sy khoi goi nao do, du méap mo thoi, thi... Hirm, t6i sé doi cho
t6i khi thoi co dén méi quyét dinh minh phai lam gi.

Nhung d6i véi hau hét moi nguoi, toi luon 1a “thang bé mo cdi
me.” V6i ban be trong hdi Animorphs, t6i la “thang ban to mom c6 ba
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me bi ngudi la danh cap.” Khong thé khac di duoc.

Trong tri 6c cia nguoi Andalite, Vecol tic 1a tan tat, vo dung, tam
than va thiéu dang khi.

Ct noi theo cach do thi: Jake la thu linh day trach nhiém. Rachel
la ké gay han. Cassie la ba lang thu. Tobias la ngwoi chim. Va Ax,
nguoi la... Gafinilan 1a ngudi mac bénh hiém ngheo.

Con Mertil...

Chung toi ctru Mertil, r6i dong y d€ anh &y va Gafinilan yén 6n
song trong nong trai H. McClellan. Chac chan bon Yeerk sé con tré lai
tim kiém ho.

Ct ndi don gian nhu Gafinilan thi hai ngwoi ho la vo dung doi
véi Yeerk. Nhung ky that, chinh ho lai 1a bang chiing cho thay su bat
trung thanh, vung vé va kém coi cuia Visser Ba cung 1t bau xau.

Thoi thi ¢t chdp nhan quan diém cta Yeerk vé ho di — rang
Gafinilan la nguoi chét con Mertil thi vo dung — va d€ ho song khong
bi quay nhiéu.

It ra cho téi khi Gafinilan chét, chi con mot minh Mertil trong
nong trai. Khong thé bién hinh, mot nguwoi lvu vong trén hanh tinh xa
la.

Lam thé nao ma anh ay c6 thé sdng sot?
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L& ra toi khong nén lam diéu nay diéu ng. Tdi da tu chét van
minh nhu th€ bao nhiéu lan r6i? — Rat nhiéu. Ay thé ma tdi van ct
lam.

Lan cudi cung viéng tham ngodi nha caa H. McClellan trong 16t 6
bién, toi gap Gafinilan-Henry dang hi hdi lam viéc. Mertil cing ¢
trong nha kinh. T6i goi anh &y tir xa d€ anh khoi giat minh s¢ hai ma
chay v ra chdp 18y may Cat.

<Bon ban khong biét toi & day, nén... toi rat cam kich néu anh coi
day la cudc viéeng tham bi mat.>

<Di nhién,> Mertil d4p, giong anh &y hoi cang thang. <Tai tin la
t6i ng ban mang song.>

<O, tui kh()ng thi€t chuyén do dau,> toi than. <Nhu’ng nay. Tui..
chung t6i... mudn anh biét rang... khi Gafinilan.. .- qua doi, thi anh
nén tim chuang to6i. Chung ta cung choi video game gi d6... O mot
minh khong tot dau... Va lai, chang toi ¢ thé ¢ dong minh.>

Chang c6 tiéng tra 10i. Toi ruc rich trén cay so6i, cho Tobias dau
trong cudc vieng tham dau tién.

To6i da ha nhuc Mertil chang? T6i khong c6 y d6 nhung doi khi
cai miéng no hai toi.

Sy im ldng that kinh khung.

R06i, dot nhién, giong Mertil nd bum — manh mé, tran tré nang
Iwong va run run nhw dang kiéu hanh.
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<Cam on anbh, linh nho Marco. C¢ 1é t6i sé dong y.>

1 é 2 e 4 s oA A A
i kilan - quai vat giong ngura c6 sttng 6 trudc tran-xuat hién trong truyén thuyet.

Tha c6 tai song ¢ Uc.
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